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 FOHN, DUTTON, 


| -Of sbeirborne in the County of 
GLOUCESTER, 
Eſquire. © 


SExt to my Maſter Chriſt hind Sir) to you or none, X 
| This thankful piece pertains, who when the Sheep hal 
0 N8 « Were Lone, ” 8 
$ $A . 0s 1; comfort. Paſtors heart, with wortls 105i 
8-1 1 © Hebownaire, 
ek 4nd with ſoul-ſaving deeds did keep him from deſpaire. 
1 . Wy God made gry Chrift,Chrift you,mey Freind,'tis then but due, 
of BU That thanking God for Chriſt, I likewiſe ſhould thank you. 
- 3 Weyl 7-e Feaſt of thanks will come, I know you'l keep the day, 
7 WS 7 bis Preſent 7 preſent, to juſtific you wk 
 * T1 1 Pen and Prayers, Sir, now all my riches are, 
 * a} 1 Pen ſubſcribes that I, my Prayers will not ſpare. 
7 Wa 7o wove the bleſſed Fabt,your royall heart to « 
x" uy e the bleſſed Fabe, your rojall heart to cheare, 
| -# KO And lifewith bealth prolong, to Feaſt him many a yeare. 
1.4 That poor Paſtor may long'joy in leſt F DD 
Me 1 41d long may weare the Title, of ON” 


Your Servant B 
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 Poore Paſtor Fiao, © 
Exiled aWbele ages. \ | 


| Grace, Mercy, Mirth, Peace, dothwiſhto all thaſe 
That love the Babe Teſua 14 4? ſwadimg cloaths. | 


s Oe zealous Lovers, ſolemnize with me, 
EQ The deſpis'd day of Chrifls Nativity. 


' 


oy 8 Wake Lungs, wake Heart, wake Toruye, and let us fing, 
. ng | 


T1 The glorious praiſes of our now»dorne King. 
wy Sing, ling aloud, fearengy Tiarervdes Rod, 
Ey Lethen ſerve Hogs, Themſelves, while we fecyc God. 
| B&B) ctrulky Rabies, apton [1 tes pratey FOE I 
$9 I Their ſquirref: ated fancies 'gainſi the ſlate, 
| nd old ag'd. hgnouwr of this reverend day , w- 
SW | bey nothing knaw, being but of ycſterdiy. #  Jobd.y.: 
(WI Their ſtanding, and their under ffanding both, alf one, . |? 
Bl Blaipired Cuxcomby, ite pares, ONone. ON 
The ketping of this day wee”thitiflty © 
By Scripture, 3: 0"00r Ann nated 7 o 
For Sixteene hundred yeares, and.more out-toldy = 
Gainſt them thatlave new Chriſts, but nutche QLD. 
If theſe perſwade-not,ahen ous word's like thunders.. 
Shall ractle in their ears, point proving wonders. 


$$6000+0004000:9064406650 


| 2 |; «t's Feaſt it therefore, Banquet on the Babz, OMen, (chen 
US With Lute, and Harp, and Tongue, lec's Mulick make, _ 
il 0 


\ 'F:4 
X : 


| To make the Scottiſh Michals big 358 _ to praunce = 

Barren, andtongue- td both, wee'l lead them Davids daunce, 
Stiri he tall feadothe Apofiies, Fachers follow, 

To waken Sleepers, Moderne Dirlverthat Hollow. 
The Lovely Spouſe ſhall foot iz, Angels they {hall ling, 
Poore Paſtor okatl ipe 'the Saints taft in a Ring, 
Shall cheare his rowſing heart, ſo that come good or ill, 
Though Paſtor have no pay, he will be Fido ill, 


- 


God fend you aimerry Chriſtmas. 
From the Valley Exile, in the 2 | FP. 


Land of Nod, near the Cape 
of Good Hope. 1652. 


Yours, 


PASTOR F1D0. 
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-, Ad Librum-.' " 
Ex Ovid Triſt: Elegia )” 


: Þ nw! liber verbiſq; meis loca grata Saluta. LH 
_, Contingam certe quo licet illa Pede. = 
Vade ſed incultus qualem deget Exulis eſſe. * 
Infelix habitum temporis bujus habe | . 
Siquis, ut in populo noſtri non immemor ills, 
_ Siqnis, qui quid agam forte requirit, erit. 
F1vere me djcas, Saloum tamen eſſe negabis, 
_ Td qitoq;, quod vivam,muns babere Dei.” 
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- * \ Names Hl 


| ; : . , . F +. . x 6g, oF” w : : A # 


S Names of the Fathers, Hiſtorians, Moderne Di- 
= yines, and other Writers, that illuſtrate the truth 
ia the following Treatiſe, andthe time wherem 
they flouriſhed. x77 
| | AnnoDom. Anno Dom. 
1, Clemens Romanus 0 | 21.Chryſeſh 
+, . ine Mare b- 150 | 23+ Ms 
; - ons io | 24 Cyril Mex: 
© +5. Tertullian 203 | 25: ret 
6. Clemens Alex: 204 | 26. Caſſia 
226 | 27. Leo mage 


8. Cyprian 240 | 28. Pro 


9. Arnobius 
10. Lafantius 
11. Athanaſius 
12. Hillariue 


| 13. Optatiw 


14. Bafil the Great 


15. Gregory Nazianze 


16, Epiphanizs 
17. Ambrofius 
18, Gregory Nyſſen © 
19. Hyeronimue 


Dienyſtus extgyus 


Bonaventur n e 


_ 29. Vigitue 
" 30. Fulgentius 
; 3 be Rupertas 


55, | 3; Ijodorus: Hig 


33. Bede 
| 34+ Jo: Damaſcen 
35. Rabanus Maurus 


þ | 
%, 


conf eſſiopes Ecglefiarum reformatarum, 


Anpo Dom. 4 . Anno Dom, 

Auguſtana ' 1530 | Suevica 1530 
pave 1 2530 | Wittembergenſis 1553 
Saxonices | * 7:11 1550) Helvetica Poſterior 1565 
Gallica n1559 | Belgica 1566 
Helvetica prior 1536 \ Bobemica x 1573 


 Eeclel 12 Nationales. 


Polonie | .  Anglie | Ruffie 
' Sabaudie Scotie 


Hungarie Lituanie 


2 Conſenſus Proteftantium® © © « 1541 
Synodus Sendmorenſ = FT 


Samogi ie 
In anbret jus 
1570 


| Moderne Djoines: 
Calvin - *; Melanchton T7 | Hemmingius 5 Gum multis 
Bullinger Sn a 'Zanchivs alijs, &c, 


old Fat bers FO nine, loe, Chrifimas "a with me, 

| And hundred thouſands wore of, brave young Gallant ry. 
Moſt zealous Sparks they are; they I keep it every yeare, 
For Chriſt, and for his day, they'l ſpend their blood ſo dear. 
Let's hear what they can ſay,t they for themſelves ſhall] peak, 
Their words they will makg way, while others are fo” ſeek. 


The 


THESIS. 


| day of our Saui- Þ$ 
; our Feſus Chriſt, the $ 
-? hs of Decemb. ought : 

yearly to be kept huly © 


' byall Chriſtians. © 
$44 40 14+$+40-404$+0404+40 


2 Pet. 2. 1,2 


®D VY x q cy Anagr: 


4 


is NE ters; theword Iconfeſle in our Trandla- +... 


7 tion is Teachers, but we may reade ei- Cheaters. 
ther, for they are both one-; the one word d>th ana- 
gramatize the other, and both words and deeds doe 

prove them to be the fame in theſe dayes, when 
Cheaters turne Teachers, and Teachers: Chearers ; 


cheating Chriſt of his glory, denying che Lard.char 


bought them, them(elyes of ſalyarion, bringing vpon. 


themſelves ſwift deſtruction : the way of truth, of 
its reputation, making it to. be evil ſpoken of, Chriſt 


. of his followers, Ger to)lowing che .and men of 9,Q,. 
their moheyes,wich feigned words,making merchan- 
UE MUS 71 red 0d os nt 


® 3 


by the ſcourge and ing 


_ The Preface. 


Theſe dayes are now upon us, and now theſe men, 
theſe unclean:ſpirits like unto Frogs, Revel. 16. 1, 
doe not only creep into houſes, and lead captive (j]. 
ly women, as Paul foretold, 2 Tim. 3.6. buteven to 
their bed-chambers, and beds, as thoſe that plagued 
Egypt ; and not onlythere, but openly and abroad, 
lice'fo many tinking Copper-Smithr, cry downe Chrilt 
Jeſus to magnihic the Pye of their owne inventi- 
ons3. Upanithe pukes.of whoſe opinions, Chriſt and 
his truth are toſſed daily in fuch a ſevere-manner, 
that it is now growne diſputable,whether Chriit ſuf- 


 fered more in his. body, by the fary and violence of 


the hand. 'or in his \ {am and Divine Ordinances, | 
of venomous and depraving | 


tongues ; denying not only the Lord that boughc 
'them,bur all _—_—_ longs to him, leaving him 
e 


more naked then he was between the two Theivesup- 


onthe Croſs,who tolenothingfrom him, One would 


have him 'no God; another no \mm ; this againe 
would have him a meer man, and that denies him a 
trne body ; one ftrips him quite of fleſh, another 


-Cloaths him wirh it, but mates it finfoll ; this would 


_ improbability, and foot following falſhood. 


. 
do 


head is frantick with 1 firange © 


- have him an Angel, that litrle better then a Dive), or 


atleaſtthat he uſed one, One forſakes the Aﬀembvly 


_ of Saints, another his Sacraments :' One denies his 


Prayerto be ſaid, anther bis Birth-day to be kept, 
as if his comming to ſave finners were not worth the 
thankſ-giving. Thus when men meddle roo much 


with Chriſt, he gives them over to themſelves, and 


will have nothing to doe with-them, and then every 
pinion, and that 


eet in. rhe ſame 


My 


2 


with fomewild phanfie, which all m 


| My task .muſi be to confute them that doe deny _ 
| that the twenty fifth day of December, the day where- 
on our Saviour Chriſt came into theworld, isto be. 
{ kept boly, In traverſing of which, give me leave to 
© make uſe of that Apologie untoall (in this caſe) 


7 Þ lf ee RE. Swank | wy # * 


{ which 4mbroſe did once to Gratran the Emperour, 
* in the caſe of Chrifts Divinity, Ng's arguments credas 
7 (ſents 1mperater ) if neſtra diſputationt Scripturas tn- 

I tarrogemes, 8x8 us Apefietes, Prophetas, Chreſtum. 

© Leancnortfo romy ftrength-of Argument and 

Z diſputation, asto facred authority and-proof: Let 
; us aok the Scriptures, Patriarchs, Prophets, Evange» 
# lifts, Apoſtles, 'Chriſt; tet me adde ( for fo both 
= my tas and indufiry require ) Churches, Fathers, 

oc, Lot ns ask of the former dayes, and them that 
| aremoreaped then we, the ſacred EcclefiaſticaltHi- 

| ſtories, Lers give Antiquity her due, and nor padle 

YZ nancw-raiſed paddle at our owne doors, while we 
= mayhave our fill at a pure andclear fountain, where- 
& ofwhilewe drink therein, we may fee the truth clex- 
Z red which we maintaine. 


| Tobegin then with the Scripture,Gods 
\ _ owne Ward, to prove the honour of bis Day, 
'' mhointbe beginning was theword, 


# world, he ſaith, Let all the Angels of God worſhip bim ; - 
| in themords, commanding thoſe glorious creatures 

to let the day of Chriſts birth aſide, for ſuch an holy 

. worſhip. on And 
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INthe firſt of the Hebrews at the ſixth verſe, when Scripture. 
1 the Lord brings in the fir begotten into the ,,,,,. 


Verſe 14. 


verſe 16, 


I Ti; 3. 16, 


CEA AS Pe bed dy hel? Bo OR ak % Iz » 2 o $ O 
2 a Har : : F : 
# 
+ 
Lo 


fields of Epbrats ; "Heaven and Earth, Church Mi. 


 andto confecrate it for a future worſhip, the glory of | 


for unte you is 


_ ed, the multitude of the heavenly hoaſt doe fing the | 


on this day. | 


Scriptures. 


And ſo they did, for ſo we read, Luke 2, 7,8,9, 1, 
&c. no ſooner had Hoary brought forth her hich. 
borne ſon, an laid him in a Manger,burt immediate] 
the Angels according to the former command, Jef. 
cend trom Heaven in multitudes,to make merry 214 
keep holi-day withthe wakefull Shepheards, 1n the 


litant and triumphant, Angels and men thus met in 
one to ſolemnize this glorious day, to make it {v, 


the Lord ſhone round about them ; the Angell 
preacheth the Sermon, and his Text is ſuitable co che 
time and. Auditory, direged to them that were to 
teach others z the words, Feare ner you, for beheld | 
bring you page of great. joy which ſhall be to all people, 

ne this day tn the City of David, s Sa. 
viour, which is Chrifh the Lord, &c, The Sermon end- 


Palme, the burthen' whereof was, Glory be to God on 
high, \in earth peace, and good will towards men. This 
done, the Angels depart, and leavetheir brerhren the 
Shepheards, to finiſh what they began; for this pur- | 
poſe they, as they were commanded by the Atgels, 
oc in haſt to Betbelem, and worſhi x £ new-borne ÞÞ 
abe, which ſervice once performed, they return not | 
to their Flocks, butleave them tothe proteQion of 
the new-barne Shepheard, and gae up and downe all 
that day, preaching what they had heard and ſeen, and 
make tliem to wonder; 2nd well they»might, feing 
great was this Myſtery of Godlinefſe, God Senſe] ©] 
in the fleſh, ſeen of Angels, by them preached unto 


the Shepheards, believed on by the Fewes, andall vp- 


' 


f DEER 
- LT 
> O91 
MAT Ie 7 4. 
A #1; 0 
l Ces $3545 1% 
tx OS 
y 2 NESS So» 5Þ 
p Pata ACTI, 4 
2 Ne x jo 3 
HTS 
JPET Oe g 
Nodes 
Ye, 3. 
ET 
tte © - 
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"2 þ- 


raQiſe of a few Churches, as of Treas, Galatis, and 


| Cerinthwho uſed to meet together upon the firſt day 
{of the week, but nor one word of precepty but for 
& keeping the day of Chriſts Nativity, we have both 
E precept of God and Ang, 10 the Church trium- 
'phant, rhe pra&iſc of the Shepheards and Chriſtians 
2 in all ages in the Church mulicant.. Ee - 
= Athird placero POTS le truth we bave in che Pal. ito. 3. 
$ hundred and tenth P/olm- verſe the third, where the 
1] Prophet peak of the comming and Kingdome of 
8 Chriſt, faith, /= the day of thy power the people ſhall bring 
i the free-will offerings.with an boly worſhip, the dew of thy 
y birth is ax the womb of the morning : Qras our laſt Tran. 
8 lation reads it, Thy peope ſball-be milling in the day of 
= thy pewer in the beauties of bo[rneffe, from the womb of the 
Be: morning, thee baſt tbe dew of thy youth, Here the Prophet 
7 makes mention of a day , io which all people ſhould 
= brin pfree willing offerings unto Chriſt , wh us 
th oly 


_ beauties ofbolinefſe, that is, in the particular place, 


Chriſt, and dew or fruit thereof, was likethe morn: 
ings womb, comfortable and pleaſane ynto all, ac- 


Pſal. 110:x. 


compared 


with Plal, 2.6, gotten tbee, verſ. 7. That is to ſay, I'bave manifeſted 
. thee bybeing borne as upon. this day,, to be my firſt | 


_ avone Tranſlation, or from the womb of rhe morn- 


ſame place. 


Scripture. 
holy worſhip which is tobe tendred unto him in the 


of Aﬀembly, the karches, and therefore to be kept | 
| holi day, ax! bnioarhg runs, the people ſhall bring 
thee freewiſl offermgs, or” they, ſhall be willing in 


that day, ſhewing it to be their duty, when ever the 
mes {© to doe. | 


day come 3 
7 "Now what day is this, but Chriſts birth-day ? and 


therefore we have itbere called the dew of his birth, 
Tat jaldutbekeb, moſt properly according to the Ori. 
e morning, WW 


pin which war cer ar the womb of © 


ing, as the other, the firſt ſhewing that 


k ' 


the birth of 


cording tothe Angels teſtimony, Luke a. 10. Or that i 
he was borne in the beginning of the morning at | 
cock-crowing, before perfeQ day,-as appears in the 

Further, that the day here mcant was |= 
the dap of Chriſts birth, appears eſpecially in this, 
that it is called the day of bis power, in the morn. 
ing whereof, his power was manifeſted in break- i 


ing open the Hates of <Maries womb ; nay more 
properly the day of his power, becauſe Uaition 


regns, the beginning ofhis reigne being as this day 
born King © RAY at .,2.2, When Kings came 


to doe homape to t 
ereupon he ſet his King upon his boly 


is King of Kings that. now was 
borne, and | 


hill of Z#oz, and therefore the day of his power, ?/al. | 
2.6. when he ſaid, Thow art my Son, thes dey have 7 bt- 


begotten from alteternity, giving thee the Heathen 
HS! : , for 
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for thine inherita 
eatth for thy poſſeſſion, that thou mayeſt break them 
with a rod of iron, and bruiſe 'rbemro picces like a 
 potters veſſel: all arguments of great power, verl. 8, 
9. concordant with the words of the bundred and 
renth Pſa/me, verſ. 5, 617. Behold the day of Chriſts 
| power upon that day, therefore every yearthat the 
Irophecy may be fulfilled, rhe people that beleeve 
 inhbim, are to brivg him not legall Sacrifices, which 
| figured him to come but the free-will offrings of 
| praiſe, nor at, oeT for his gracious comming, 
| tobe tendred noto God in the beauties of holinefle, 
| the places where we meet together ro exerciſe ho! 
| duties, andthe reaſon is, becauſe the dew of his birt 
| like ft 
that; refreſhing thanks is 
"AY Durth and la DIA 


to be given by all. + 
Afou t place, is, fo5n 3.56. whet 
Saviour Chriſt faith #nto the Phars/eerpr ro 


gere our 
: | Bey jor facber 
= Abraham rejoyced to [ee my day, and be ſawit, and was 
| 2/44: What day was this? It was not the day of his 
| paſſion, nor of his ReſurreRion, norof his Aſcemi- 
= 0oninto heaven, for theſe were to come when our Fa- 
| riour ſpake the words, butthar day was paſt of which 
| hethenfpake; it cold thenbeno other but rhe day 
 ofhiscommi 
pro. tO the current of Interpreters ) that bleſſed day 
| of by/Nativity which «45rebam_by the eye of faith 
beheld, and faw ſo manly years betore. 


womb of the moraing did refreſh all ; {o for 


3B 


nce, andtheuttermoſt parts of the 


John 8. v.45, + 7 


ng and manifeſtation in the l-ſh(accor- 


Now, if he, tbe Father of the faithfol did ſo many molt 


| years before, rejoyce and was glad to ſee that day a 
| comming; ſurely all the Sonnes of the faithfull .4- 
braham will intheir ſucceſſive generations be glad, re- 
Joyce, and give'thanks that it 1s come and pait,and e- 
| To very 


2 ©OYUe 


_ = Pe humana 
Chriſt: gen : 

| b Orat. 38. 
|-© 1 Tim:3el6, 


wm iO COIN DAE TEES OMEN Wei So ie + 
F " " DO On 0 ge WR EO I RIA 
"_ wy bk SO "Ip ; 


| 4 Nazian: orat: 
 1n'sS. lum. 

* Chryſoft hom : 
| de Epiph: do : 
* Magdeb cent 4. 
E-C- 6. 

| Beroa'd Chron, 
3 E. $:6 2, 

- © Mat. 2.7, 

| f Nazian: 

” rat. 38, 


| dephileg. 


EB8. 13. 


John 1.8.9, 


very year ſolemnize the 


8 Chyrſ. orat? 


| *.4mbr : ferm: 


Scripture. 
ſame in remembrance of what 
they got by his comming, 2 Tem. I. 15.1. 
This is that great Feſtivall called by the Eaſterne 
Church $copiiu, OF Srparia, Gods appearing, tr: igary Yiu 
Tos Sha yerioecs becaule God appeared rc Mrcn by 
nis Birth; ſo Baſil * and Nezranzrut » or to ni the 
Apoſtles phraſe, God was mansfefted tm the jieib. © BB 
2. Eniyaria the Epiphanie or the appearing tar iy» 
implying that this appearing excelled all other wiiat- Þ 
ſoever. But heretwo things are worthy to be nored, 
The oneis, that the Churches in «Egypt, becauſe they 
celebrated Chriſts Birth andalſo his Baptiſme, upon 
one andthe ſame day, called both theſe Feaſts pro- 
miſcuonſly Epiphanie, * The other is, that the mo- 
derne Churches have through the uſe and cuſtome of 
ſpeech, reſtrained the word-Epiphanre unto the Fealt 
commonly called the Twelfth dey, celebrated. in mc- 
mory of the miraculous appearance ofthe Star which 


led the wiſe men to Chriſt. © = 

3» Tele 77 digs f The Birth-day of the Saviour. 

4. © iogri plyiry al Tie Togr®y wrghmars © The greateſt and 
Aetropelitan Feaſt, I 

The Weſitcrne Church called it. Dies Nativritutes, 
the day ofthe Nativity. * By way of eminency and 
dignity. 5 he: 

2. Luminaria; The Feaſt of li ghts,either becauſe they 
ufed many lights and candles at this Feaſt, or rather 
becauſe Chriſt the light of lights, that true light chen 
came intothe world. Ks 

3. Dres Natalis Domini vel Natalitia Domini. The 
Birth-day of our Lord:;wecall it chrimes,or Cbriſis 
Meſſe, not from the Popiſh Maſſe ſaid therevpon, but 
irom our ancientword Meſſe, which ſignifies a Fond, 

| 0 


F kept holy of al 


Steriprure. 
| ſothat Chriſtmas is no more then a meſle or Fealt pro- 
| vided on the day of Chriſts birth, in a way ofrejoycing 
| as Abraham did, foretold by Jacob ' Gen. 49,10. Mar- 
| kedout by the Prophet 1/a#4h, as a ſpeciall and won- 
derfull day ; ® nay, fo raviſhed he is with the confide- 
ration thereof, tharhe rejoycerb with the Church as 
| ifthe day of Chriſis birth were then come. * They joy 


A before thee according to the joy in barveſt, and as min re- 


= joxce when they divide the ſpoile : For untowsa childis 


| borne unto us & ſox is grven, And he is ſeconded by the 


2 


hoſts, [mill bring forth my ſervant (CHRIST) the Branch. 
S In that day ſhall ye call every man his netghbour, under the 
| veneand under the figge tree. 2} 
|  Somach de jure, that the day may and ought to be 
[ them that have any part in Chriſt, and 
& fhatby Scripture. | 12 
| Now we come to prove that de faflo, that it hath 


| Prophet Zechariob, © ſaying, Thas ſaith tbe Lord of * 3.8. 10. 
Zech.3z. 8, to, | 


U been kept holy in all ages, in all parts ofthe Chriſtian 


E world; and our witnefle ſhall bethe praQtſe of Gods 


| Chnrch both Eaſt and Weſt, in 4/is, Africa, and 
\ Ewrope, in the primitive times, and of all the reformed 


Churches in Chriſtendome ( Scot/and only excepted, 


and yet not altogether ) in theſe times whercin wee + | 


live. Which pragiſe is ſufficient to prove the point, 


though there were only general grounds out of Scrip- 


| tare to ſupport and back it z the Church having power 
for any publick benefit, ro appoint a day of thankſgi. 
| ving yearly to be kept holy in remembrance of the 
| ſame, and by the generall praRiſe thereof, all the ch11- 
$ dren of the Church being bound to keep the ſame, in 
& their ſuccceding generations. | 

| Wuchwas the Feal offers inſticuted by theChurch of 
2 the 
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To 


' The Prabliceefthe Church 


the Jezes, and commanded yearly to be obſerved hy 


Eſther 9.29, ll their poſterity in remembrance oftheir deliverancy 


from Haman's.cruzity. 7 

Such was the Feaſt of the dedication of the Tn. 
ple, atwhich Chriſt was annually preſent, yet neither 
of theſewere commanded by God. 

Snch is our Lords day, commonly fo called, or th: 
firſt day of the week, by us kept holyin remembrance 
of Chrifts refurreion (or his birth, or both) there. 
upop, for the keeping whereof we have no expreſſe 


command out ot the word of God, but onely che bare i 


prattiſe of ſome few Churches in the Apo'tles time, 
andthe conſtant obſervance of all particular Church: 
cs over all the world,ever fince their time, which with 
us is ſo prevailing an authority, and fure warrant for 
obſcrvation, that we ſhould account him that 1hou!d 


Anathema Maranatha, £2 
Such then alſo is the day of ovr Lords Nativity, 


ſpeake againſt the keeping of the Lords day holy, an 


_ which hath alwayes generally, univerſally, conſtant, 


been kept holy in all Nations from the Apoſtles tine, 
to ours. For which we now come to produce our 
Wirtnefles ; and firſt forthe Primitive times, tho: 
purer dayes of Chriſtianity. ON TÞ | 
_ The ſum of whoſe evidence is, that our Siviour 
Chriſt was borne in winter, near unto, or upon the 
very day of thewinter $o/Frce, or ( as all agree ) | 
he was then borne when the dayes began to increaſe BY 
and lengthen, upon the 25. day of December ſay ſome, 


W 


upon the eight of the calends of January, ſay others, 
and yet all ay one andthe ſame thing, for the cight of 


the calend s of January,and the 2 Fo of December,acc'ird- ” 


| Ing to diverſe accounts, are all one, and the winter 
| | e's Sol/i:ie 
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Solſtice in our Saviours time. was upon the 25, of D2- 
ember, as allo the Yernall Equinax upon the 25. of 
March, as all Aſtronomers confeſſe, and ſhall more 
| plainly appezr in the following T r-xilo, and{oerc 
| all the Fathers'to be underſtood, that fay with Sr. 
Auzuſtins thar Chriſt Was Coregptus, its aqauinodio 
verne : natus 173 + £4 by2erno, conceived inthe ver- 
nall zquinox, and borne in the winter folFece, that he 
was borne Oh the Cight- of the calends of Jarwary that 
isto ſay, on the 25. day of Decemberas weln, England 
| have atiirmed\ 
2- They fay and affirme, that this day was inthe 
Primitive ries kept holy by Apoſtolicall cradinion 
grounded upgn the word of God ; and ſuch traditt- 
ons we are bound to obferve, even by the word of 
Go), as if they had been written by the Apoſtles 
themſelves, as-we may bz aſſured by thoſe two rexrs, 


* >Thep.5.15. 1 Cer. 11.2, And fuch an Apoſtoli- 
call Ordinance is the ſolemnizing of the Birth-day 


& otourSaviour Chriſt Jeſus. 
= Toprovethelaftfirit; lettwo or three Wirnel- 
= ſes ſpejk to this particular, and you ſhall haverhe 
; reſtopen their months inthe mzintenance of the 0- 
ther, in the times wherein they lived. 
Firſt then, St. Auguſtine in his 118 Epiſtle to J47- 
nuirius, ſpeaking oF the yearly Feaſts then obſerve?, 
faith, 11/s que non Scripta, ſed tradit #ciſtodrmu;, que 
quidem toto terrarum 07be of ſeryantar, Adantar intelltze, 
|| wel ab tinſis Apoſtolie, velplenariis canciliis, quorum eft 17 
eceleſia Saluberrima authoritas commendata atque fatuts 
retinerd,, ſicati quod Domini paſſio, & refurretFo, & 
aſtenſſo in exlum, & q4dutntus derelo Sprritus ſantte, 
 anniverſaria ſolemnitatd'celebrantar. Thoſe Feaſts 
Con 


'f 


" . r tore thee I C 
8 >I-J 


Primitive Church. 


concerning which we have no expreſle Scripture, by: 
only traditions,which are now obſerved all the worl4 
ever ; we ought to know that the keeping of them 
was COmmen d unto us, and taſtituted ( Or COm- 
manded) either by the Apoſtles themſclves, or ge. 
nerall Councels, of which there is a moſt wholeſome 
uſe in the Church of God ; ſuch are the Feaſts of onr 
Lotds Paſſion, Reſurre@ion, Alcenfion into Heaven, 
and the comming downe of the holy Ghoſt, which 


are xow kept holy with a yearly ſolemnity. 


Ep. 115. 


| Oportet, 
 #tis needfull, 
 2T1S ourduty. 


But here the prophane opponent may reply,where 
is the Feaſtef the Nativity all this while ? I anſvrer, 
he makes a more ſpeciall and honourable mention of 
it in the very next Epiſtle (as not to be named the 
ſame day with the former for the ſurpaſſing exce!!cn- 
cy thereof) ſaying, Hi premum opportet, ut Die N tc- 
uitatis Domini Sacraments celebremus, f ipſum reyolu- 
tum annz Diem. feſta devetione colebrare, Here it chic- 
fly behoves us. ( more then in the forementioned 


Feaſts ) that upon the day of our Lords Nativity, 
we ſhould receiverhe Sacrament in remembrance of 


bim that was borge-upon it, and uponthe returne of 


the yeare to celebrate the, very day witha Feaſting 


devotion. 


| Flornit. Anno 


. Theſe words were written more then 1.200. years 
agoe, when the forementioned dayes, and eſpecially 
that of the Nativity, were kept Feſtivall and holic, 


 Ubreungs ſe diffundit texrarum univer ſit as untverſa qus- 
 Eungz ſe diffundit 2ccleſia , even to the worlds end, 


ancient then he by one hundred and fifty years, in his 


whereſoever the Church did extend her ſclfe as hc 
doth maintaine Lib. 32: cont, F auſtum cap 123. 
To leave him for awhile, Epiphanizs, a Fathier more 
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| compendium doth affirme, that the Chriſtians of the 
Primitive Church, did faſt upon all che Friday's in 
| the year, except che day of Chrifts Nativity, fell up. 
on a Friday, which the Church ( ſaich he ) excepted 
by an Apoſtolicall traditipn, not faſting, but tea ting 
| thereupon. 4-25 8 ” 
We muſt not here omit, that ever ſince the time 
of Chriſt, according to the vulgar account, our Savi. 
Z our hath been held ro be borne on the 25. day of De- 
= cember, in the year of the world, 3949. which account 


Dyonif1us 


hath been received over all Chriſkendam for ſo much 


SZ 2s belongs to that day; Iris called rheYulger and 
| Dronyſian account, deciuſe D 107y/ive Extguw, Abbot 
| of Rome, in the time of Juſtix1an the Emperour, a- 
bout the year. 532. got it eſtabliſhed for the onely 
true and orthodox account, becauſe it was the ſole 
account uſed by the Chriſtiansrhat lived before, bur 
eſpecially by Euſeb1ws, Ferome, and Proſper of Aque- 
tane,who uſc none bur it in their Eccleſiaſtical Hitto- 
ries of the Primitive times. BRL 

 Butto put jt beyond all doubr,Clemens the Schola 

of the 'Apoſiles,. mentioned by St. Pau/, and called 


| Clement of Rome, to diſtinguiſh him from the other 7 


of Alexandria, who flouriſhed in the ſeventicth year 


Clerens Row mw 


mans, Ammo 


nr 
/ 8 


of Chriſt, when all the Apoſtles ( ZFames excepted ) | 


were alive, who was Regiſter nnto them, and writ 


the Book of the Apoſtles conſtitutions, inthe thir- 


teenth Chapter of the ſaid. Book ſers this downe for 
one. | LEE: | 


Dies natalis Domini noſtri Feſu Chrt. 
. ft, celebretur, viceſsimo quinto die 
LeX oo menſis 


Exiguus, Anno | 
$32, Floruits 


| The Apoſto- menſis non! (1: Decembris ) "r: 
| licall Decree © merando A AM art1o. 


forthe Day oi 
 Chrifts Biirh, Ee] 
| Let the Birth-day of our Saviour Jeſus Chriftbe 
_ celebrared on the twenty fift day ofthe ninth month 
(thatisto ſay, of December) beginning to recko) 
from Har. | 
And againe, 


Dies beftos agitate fratres ac primun 
_ quidem diem N{atalts. 


Brethren, keep diligently the Feaſt dayegs, and tru: 


ly in the firſt place the day of Chriſts birth, 
_ Behold the"tonſtiturion it ſelfe, word for word, 
and his exhoftation annexed by which, anu what 
hath been already ſaid, and what Mall be ſaid hereat- 
_ ter, it doth, and ſhall appear, that the twenty fit! 
| day of December hath even from the Apoſtles time, 
- been kept holy by all 'Chriftians, ſolemnly mccting 
together in their ſeverall Congregations, for the 
Birth-day of out Saviour Chriff, thereupon joining WR 
together in PER Prayers hearing rhe word, rc- 
| conic, 13, fiving the Sacraments, znd pivingthadks for bis IM 
" <.c.1, comming into the world ; all Luilding/ upon this 
conſtitution, grounded upon the fote-ciced places of 
the word of God. 8 oy 
| _. Suppoſeittrue, which is got, that Fuſtspe Aarti, WM 
| Jutne, An: Tr &news and Turtal{sgn, thoſe firſt Pathers who 0:1 
£50, . ET 4, | | 
riſhed in theagenext to the Apoſtles, make no men- 
- tion of the keeping of this day, have not a line - all 
| their þ 
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their writings now extant, to exhort the people to "2 
| obſerve the fame, ſhall we theretore conclude that —_ —_ 
the day was not therefore annually folemnized > No | 
in.oo wiſe -( for thoſe purer Cariſtians did doe it 
withourall doubt, though-many crimes privately for 
E fear of perſecution ) but cheir ſilence concludes ra- 
&Z ther, that the Chriſtians then needed no exhortations 
| toſfo holy aduty, nor no informations concerning 
the day and year of our Saviours birth, they, baving 
in perfe& meniory what the Apoſtles had delivered 
concerning this particular. et; 
| But when afterwards the myſtery of iniquity began 
to work, and diverſe Chriſtians 1n thoſe times/of 
| perſecution and ſeducement, torgot their duty, and 
& diverſe bereticxs, the filthy {pawne of £19» and Cye- 
rinthus, began to deny the God-head of aur Savi. 
our, as tMontanus, Theodotion, Proclus, Alcibiades,The- 
| miflen, Þ atrochus; Artemon, Alexander, who with many 
= morecrept:into/the Church, about the year 200, des 
Dying not only his Deity, affirming him a mcer man, 
conceived of mans: ſccd, but denying alfs his Birth- 
day to be:kept holy, and dehorting their Profſelytes 
from worſhipping thereupon, leaſt they ſhould ſeem 
to honor (and 'acknowledge! bim for God. , Here- 
upon the Fathers, thoſe Primitive lights, to vindi- 
cate our Savionrs Deity, and. to. ſhew that Divine 
worſhip was due to'hi, began vehemently to urge 
= thekeeping of che day, vrging the tradition and fore- 
mentioned- conſtitution: of the Apoſtles, the exam- 
ples of theirtore-fathers, and the Churches univer- 
ſallpra&iſz, in the times that they lived in, bringing 
im the cuſtome of the-Churches-of- God, as a maine 


argument, asthe Apoſile likewiſe doth, in aſmaller 
P3351 + HeT | matter, 


Tertullian, An> | 
223» 
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matter, 1 Cor, 11, 16. It is true what Tertullian ſaith 
that Cbriſt was called truth, not cuſboms ; and that cu. 
ſftome without truth is nothing worth; but know, 
that the cuſtome of the Church, grounded upon 
trath, is like an armed man to fight for, and main. 
Ne © ther, 1othe following: Sch 7 
| - To proceedthen, tothe following Fathers, c/.. 
| ge "" Mens 7 rey yore who flouriſhed . the ſame time 7 
204+ with Tertufi4n, inthe yu 204. reputes and cenſures 
| the followers of Baſledes, for/Hereticks, who held, 7 
that our Saviour Chriſt was borne on the twenty BY 
fourth, or twenty fifthof Pharmuth, or April, and 
others that ſaid he was borne on the twenty fifth of 
Picbap, or Maycontrary tothe ancient and received 
| tradition, Lib, 10, Stromatum, Differences abour it 
: a obſervation. oe 1-3 ; 
, —_— _ Next after him, Teleſpborus in his decretall Epiſtle, 
' kccor.pag. 117, JaltÞ, Statutumeſt, 8ec, It ts ordained, that 13 the boy 
; B1ght of the Nativity of our Lord and Saviour, they av WY 
 _ colebrate the publique Church. ſervices, and in them ſo. BY 
| tomnly ſing the Angels hymme, becauſe alſo the ſame night BY 
be was declared untotbe gbep beards by an Angel, as the BY 
truth it ſelfe doth witneſſes, i - = 
| Theopbilug: Next after him,.. 7 heopbrlus ,"B1ſbop of Cecares 1 
_—% Paleſiine, a-man approved by Mr, Perkins in his de- BY 
monſtration of the Problem, Yel. 2p. 597. affirms, 
that wee ought to celebrate the Birth-day of out 
Lord, on what day ſoeverthe 25. of December ſhall 7 
happen. Heis cited by the Hogdeburgenſes, Cent. 1: BY 
_ F.6, and by Heſpinian, de orig: Feftorum Chriſtian» BY 
rum, PT 
Orzgen Scholar to Clemens of Alexandric, famous 
about the year 226, jn diverſe parts of his woes, 2 
BE _____ recCOros 
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records the annuall and nniverſall obſervation of 
this blefled day.” af 
After him, Cyprian (who lived in the ſame age 
with 4rnobzas and LaFaxtrus ) and” flouriſhed in the 097: 249: 
year 240. Biſhop of Carthege, and a glorious Mar. 
tyr, hath one whole Sermon, now extant in his 
Workes, preached upon the very day of Chriſts 
bicth, part whereof we ſhall here ingrofle, which will 
give excellent light to the truth of this particular, 
| His words follow. | 
| eAdeft Chriſts maltum deſiderats, & diu expeFata Sem: de Nat. | 
Nativitas, Adeft ſollemnitas tnclyts, & impreſentia- _ 
rum Salvatori grates, & laudes, wiſitaters (uo per or- 
bem terrarum SanBa reddit eccleſia. G audia nebis ca- 
= litus nuntiantur, letitia imperatur, nox ita ſacri partus 
| conſcia, nobis fulgeribus sHluſftratur, Gloriantur ince. 
| tftibus ſuperi, prax tn terra, bons Volantes bominibus 
confirmatur, Adſunt Angeli, /oquantur Paſtoribus, non 
dedignantur loqui perſonts bumilibas, & cum ipſi ſub. 
limes ſunt,tnfermos non aſpernantur, 
| The much deſired, and long looked for, day of 
Chriſts Nativity, is now preſent with us,that famous 
ſolemnity is now upon us, and as upon this preſent 
ZZ day the holy Church, throughout the whole world 
£2 yy_ thanks to her Saviour, and renders praiſe to 
= him, thatas thisday, viſited ber from on bigh. Joyes 
are preached from Heaven, and merry-making com- 
manded on carth. The fore-going night conſcious - 
of that ſacred Birth, is by us turned to day by bright. 
burning lamps and torches. The powers above give 
glory to Gad in the higheſt, peace is promiſed upon 
carth, and good will confirmed unto: men. The An- 
gels are preſent, and | __ co the Shepheards, wy 
hos 3 | oe 


L. 


Fathers. 


doe not now diſdaine to open their months to meh 
perſons, and though they be the moſtglorious crez. 
tures, yet they deſpiſe not thoſe who are weak 9&9, 
Sofar he,and the Fathers that lived before the Coun. 
cellof Nrce inthe firſt, ſecond, and third Cenrury, 
| Te come to the fourth, in the very beginnin 
thereof, NV:icepberus inthe ſeventh Book of his Eccle- 
fiaſticall Hiſtory; andthe fixth'Chapter; aſſures vs 
that at Nicomedz4 (a City of Bethenis) when the Fofii 
wall of Chri ts Birth-day came, and a malt;tude of Cri. 
ſtians inall ages had aſſembled together in the Temple ty 
celetrare that Birtb-day. Diocleſian the tyrant, havens 
gottex an advantageous occaſion nheveby he might accom. 
pliſh bis madneſie aud fury, ſent men'thithey to tnclof the 
Temple, and to ſet it on fire round about, 8nd ſo cox(:n:! | 
them all-to aſhes, even twenty thouſana'perſons, Ne 
was ſuch a bon-fire on athankſgiving day,never ſuch a 
ſacrifice on the day of Chrifts Nativity; ſo many 
zealous wh EY: upto heaven like M1904 
Angel in the flame, to ſup with Chriſt above, the be- 
pinning of whoſe day they kept with the Church be- 
OW. _ IP | | 
But in the ſame age, more honour was done uito 
the day by Yalentizzan Emperour of the Weſt, 1": BE 
doſius the great, and his Son eArcadizs, Emperours Ot £3 
the Exft, who by their imperial! decrees authoriz:'d BE 
the Feaſt of the Nativity, as Zapo Zobo, doth witi clic, Bt 
an Author quoted by Dactor Wilet in his Sy»0p/i5, 9. 
gen.cont. q. S,p.4q06. is | = 
Thr, Me If any man ſhalldiſpute his credir, there is ment! 
bus Mage. 2s miztag . 
| 4, 3700 On madeof it by Baſil the great, that'glorious lamp 0! i 
Ceſarea, whoſe/contemporaries' were eArban//"s, | 
fillarjo, and Optaras, about the year 370. "ow t _ a} 


2 EY. . 
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| bright Star of Cappadrcis inlightned the Chriſtian 
| world. Andwitneſſeth that for his time, the bleſſed 


I9 


8 day was annuallykept with all ſolemne obſervance ; 


and he honours it with a new title, calling it Dzem 
| Sroparies as Others afier him, Epipbaniam;, or wo inpine 
| the day of Gods appearance,and that moſt elegantly, 
| becauſe that upon that day %43e $2278p"y 47 oapki God 


x Tim. 3. 16. 
Tom, 1. p. 450, 


was manifeſted.in.the fleſh. Further, he Lath leſt us | 


= one Sermon Preached therevpon, wow. extant. 

*S And Gregory Nezz4anzen, who lived and flouriſhed 

S 2tthe lame time, bathaon Oration made to rhe peo- 
| plevpou that day, iitituled, Oratro 1m Sancta. Epr- 


phantorum lumine, An, Oration upon the. hallowed 


oo 


8 lights of the Epiphanies ( by which name, faith the 
W learned Zanchie) the Fathers did not underſtand the 
day commonly fo called, when Chriſt was worſhip- 
ped by the wiſe men of the Eaſt, but the day of his 
Birth and Baptiſme. Nay more, in his 38. Orarion 


Gregor1:4s Na- 
I Tang end. 


37 2. 


Vol 4.1. x. c | 


19 Thes, 


he breaks out ioto this admirable expreſſion, Yirta- 


res celefles goqz bads erno die, &c, Tam confident, that 


even the heavenly powers doe alſo this preſent day' 


celebrate the Feaſt together, and leap exceedingly 
for joy, ſeing they are endewed with the love of God 
and men. WE Se ie. 

 Epipbanzas, that great light of Cyprus,who flouriſh. 
ed at the ſame-time with the two forc-mentioned 
Fathers, and continued under the, Emperours, Ya- 
len', Gratian, Theodoſius, ia his Book entituled, Crm- 


Epiphants, © 
 Annd 373+ ; 


pendtarta, vers Doctrina, de fid: catholice, & Apoſtolt- 


ee, eccleſie, reckoning up the. agnuall Feaſts then 
Lept, & ſolemnly F(he by the CarholickChurch, 


tions the 0Þv! f'Chriſts Birth for one of. the 


y - 


I * {6 4 &6d +. bole. # #6, PER ! | 4 i | | 
principall and chicte; And further, in his 51. Hereſie, 


affirms, 


et Ae Ar dh Ee es Ee FOR APE JEGEE" _w PO 
+ 5 . $ 1 Z 
: P-. 
: | F, 


_ affirms, that Chriſt was borne circa Januarium men. 
ſem, about the month of Jeruary ; who hath lefty; 
fix Sermons all Preached on the very day. 
The nextis nh Biſhop of Hz/laine in Ita), 
who flouriſhed at the ſame time under the Empe. 
routs, Gratian and Theodofius, about the yer 374. 
who doth witneſſe for the Weſterne Churches, that 
in them in his dayes,this day wha oi kept holy, 
and in bis ſecond Sermon preached thereupon, dif- 
canting upon ond © Anger ey of Chriſt, and Job» the 
np, his foreranoer, affirms Job» to be borne at 
Midſummer, and our Saviour in the Winter ,, his 
words aretheſe, | 
_ Ecce in Nativitate Chriſts dies creſcit, i7 Natiowa- 
te Johanni decreſcit , Chriſto ortente lux proficit, Fo 
hanne naſcente minuitur ; Ipſaenim quodam modo tem- 
pors famulantur partubus ſuis Cum detrimentum faci- 
unt Seruns gignitur, cum autem Dominus naſcitur auz- 
mentum conſequuntar ; profeFum plane facit Dir; cum 
muxdi ſaluator oritur, defeFum patitar, cum ult imus 
prophera generatur. Scribitur enim Lex & prophets 
uſq; ad Fohannem, atq; iAeo neceſſe erat ut obſcararetur 
 Jegis obſervatio, ubs evecatio udi Evangelj gratia, re- 
fulgebant, & ceſſartt prophetia reteris * 3. on cum 
090i teſtamenti o1atia Succedebat. Ergo in Nativitate 
Domini proficit Dies quem ſplendidifſima lax yeritatis 
ilumingt. ” 
Behold ( fathhe) at the Birth of Coriſt the day 
doth encreaſe, at the Birth of Febx it doth decreaſe : 
Chriſt riſing, the light is augmented, Jobs being 
| borne, itis leſſened. For the very times in a manner 
doe wait © At their ſeverall Nativities ; when they 
| Iooſe, the ſervant is borne, when they gaine, the * 
| ci 


ter is brovght forth. ' The day doth ſenſibly en- 


| creaſe when the Saviour of the world came into it 


but deereaſe, when the laſt of the Prophets was borne 
init: for it is written, that the Law and the Pro- 


that the obſervation of the Law ſhould be dark- 
| ned, when the calling and grace of the Goſpel began 
| toſhineclear :! and that the Propbecy of the old Te- 
fament ſhould ceaſe, when the grace of the new did 
ſucceed, Therefore upon the a 


doth enlighten ar. 7 

- The next is Gregory Nyſew, Brother to Baſil the 
great, and of the ſame time with St. Jerome, be was 
pteſent at the firſt Councel of Corftentinopie,and writ 


the {reed confirmed in that Councel]l, he flouriſhed 


about the year 380, and witnefſeth the very ſame 
# thing with St. «Fmbroſe, in his Oration made upon 
= the day of Chriſts Nativity : ſaying, 
| Tnbacdieminui tentbre incipiunt, noFiſq; modi au- 
geſcente radio, ad defectum rediguntur, Myfterium nature 
PO perſpecactoribas, ar doces quid (ibs velit, quid 14 
adventu Domint dies creſcit, nox dtcurtatur. 

ne 1 this day the darknefſe begins to diminiſh, 
andthe nighrs by the encreafing Sun-thine, begin to 
{ grow ſhorter 3|nature her ſe]fexponnds the myſtery 
|  fothemore prudent, and teacheth us what is meant 
by this,rhat ar the comming of Chriſt into the world, 


the day increaſeth, and the night diminiſheth. Then 
be adds the expoſition in moſt elegant terms follow- 
« Featalis 
| I PP 


- ” 


| 


ers continued till Fob», and therefore it was necd- 
ll 


| ords birth, the day . 
| doth encreaſe, becauſe the brighteſt light of trurh 


uedam dicentem mibs videor audire, Cred- Gregn) | if 
s noctem ad ſummam longitagdinem progreſ= Mew 
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G regorius 
Nyſſonus. 320+ | 
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| ſam atqz ulteriu currere ac proferrs deſiſtere, 6 in con. 


trarinm reſoiut. Animaduerts quod improba peccati max, 


a» 


quoad eju fieripoterat , aucta atq; txtremam nequilie 


magnitadinem aſſecuta, bodje ulterins progredi, ac ſit 


quaſi poſſidendo uſu_capere probetita eſt, atq; debine ad 


aefectronem_redigitur. Vides lucis radium diutin dun 
rare, & Solem efſe ſolito ſublimiorem, a4n4madvuerte were 
tacit adventum, que radjir Evangelicis orbens illuminat, 


_ ** 'Me-thinks I heare the Creature ſpeaking ſoch ike 
'words as theſe unto me. Thou ſeeit. the night hath 


gin'd his utmoſt length, and ceaſerh now to run out, 
'ortobe extended any further, but as it wereto re- 
treat. Take notice then, that now the diſhoneſt 
night of ſin, having encreaſcd. it ſelfe as far as it was 
poſſible, and reached the extreame point of ungodl!- 
nefle, was this day prohibited to reach any further, 
and hereupon became ſhorter and ſhorter. Thou 


\ſeeſt the Sun to ſhine longer then/ it did the dayes be- 


fore,and to appear higher in the Heaven then it was 
wont; take notice thenot the true light tha: at this 


time ſprung up among us, and by the beams of the 


| Hierenimus, 
A : Tom. 9, Þ. 82. 


Prudentius, 
Ann 399. 


F Hymanus 8.Cal. 
Fan. pag. 60. 


Goſpel enlightens.every one that comes into the 


World. And St. Hterome ſeconds him, ſaying, That 
the day kept in memory of.our Lords Nativity,is the 


Uay on which the ancient report is, he was borne. 


The next is, Aurelins Prudentics,, who ip his Cothe- 


_merinon gives us a Carrol, a Nivine-Hympe by him 


penned and made in bonour.of Chriſt, whoiwzs born 
that day. [ ſhall give you it both in Latingand Eng: 


iſh, that it may be like cAoſes his ſong, Dev. 31. 28 


'fo mnch honour with a piece of Divine poetie. His 


record againſt them that keep not the day, which the Þ 
old Father ſo devourly metry did 200, years 2g 


Riraines follow. Did 


art ide ſs quod arTum ebony! | 


| Vol jam recurrens deſerit,, 
(lriftoes ne terris naſcitur, 
Oni lucis anget Fremitens on 


Heu Quan fu ace gratian 

Feſrina lanka Dies F _ 
pene ſubdutem acem. 

Senſon In reciſa ExFRRREIAEs * af 


Celumniteſcat letine _ 
Gratetur AB cory bums, 
Scandit gradatine denuo 


Jubar priores lineas. 


Emerge dulcis Puſio + 
pau matris edit Caſtitas, 


Parens, Oi expers Gon ;mgie 
Mediator duplex Haves an 


Ex ore quamlibet Patris 
Ss Sauer .& verbo editus, 
en paterno.in. peSore, . 


Sophia C allebgs pro uc. $2021 F * 
We prompta C elum Condidit ; 


Op Jain ;, © cetera, 
"mite. eF4 ſunt : 
Hee aunt fo del 


Sed ordinatis Seculis, 


2 ſe > tee! 
SF 7 menfitIn patrgs Sit. . 


oy # £5 
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; Hl did the haſty da 


| Almoſtpur out the! tamp of day? 


F And 
[> 91 Thos n waſt chat widomachardidert 


TI Ow. happens it that now the ON 

; L from ttartich circle backdoth runs! 
1s Chrifts Birth- day now come in li *s) 
THe doth auginent the traſn a of lh 


3 tia! 
Before rowle up his flying grace ? ? 
How didir piecgiighale par'd away, 


{| : 
oY = 
E, 


The Heaven may gliſter with more Garg 
And the glad gladearth con ratulate,) . 
For now againe upon this day 


The Sun doth climb his former wig] i] | 


*ITh. * 4 


Then ſhew thy ſelf,Babe ſweet in fargre, 
Thou God and Man, our Mcdiatour 3 


| 6 hg he forth by a moſt chaſt creatures | 


new no Man, jand' yet a Mother, | 


(mouth ' 
And eng ſprung ' from, 'thy Fathers: 
Iiſh'd b yrhepvordiatcracfh | 


Before thy. Birth, in Fathers, Breaft, ./ 


( rad 
Which ever prom c Uhe Heayen did 
And all thingy Na we can name, | F 
| As Heaven, and diy and aHabroad, 
i Theword madeal "that word,wwas Goc | 
; 4d now the world's" ordered, 
nd ſtate of thingseſtabliſhed; 
hefounder mom, hes RY thekie] 
ja Facbers atom ML 4 


E 
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| Nam CAA vis mortalium 
Veg? Trans inanes NEHA, | 
E Vel tra, wel [42 algraa. 
| Vel liena credebat Deum. 


Hee diem ſer tur perfidi 
| Predomis in jus venerant . 
| Er mancipatas fumtido © 


# + &3 & 


| Vita barathro (I 


cStager ot i wp talit 


on ts dep Hum 


$ "> manit 
riots bat .gry ft 
| am frat geres 5" 5; 


| Sentis ne + virgo. 1nobalis-. 


 Maturaiper" faſtidig; 


;:Rugors þ he = ar onrs; ORR 


' Bonore ous Grſore of] 2.91 


byt 


S 11s many thouſand years run round; 
- Gourſing o're them tac dwelt on” 


' ( ground, 
He did rondheela to vilit than: |: 
The world of daily ſmning men. 


For mortals ſaperſticion blinde, 

. Worſhipping vaine toyes of minde, 

_ Braſs, wood,cold toner, belecv'd tobe 
The onely Godin perſons three, 


By this means theri did fall all Lands, 
lato theerayterous Robbers hands, 
" Their enſlav'd fouls'without reaſon, 
Plunging] in Hels fmoaky prifon: 


But Chriſt coal nor dui re the fall 


Andſlaug hrer ofhis Genrfles all, 


.Unp aniſhed, teaſdin tharday- 
His F acheryabrick ſhould cay- 


Amortall body he did take, 

That therein moving, he nright break 
"The chaine. of death}*pull'our the fiing, 
'?And man unto his: Facher bring. 


-'This, Ockin, was. : thy Birth-day, 
. When the Creator & ak with clay, 
: Thee Breath'd'by Him, and chen at | aft, 


/Fhe Word unts the fleſh Bla faſt, 


k 


"D Noble Virgindetftr not ke 


he honour 


Q tigie,-. 
' 'By him enhalin od. | Aga 's borne 'of thee, 
O how 


O06 pregnap Ns homilicy. 4. 


wah hab 


agitus i ille Exordinw - 


Nirmantis or rh produc - a 


Uiundus veternums depulit. 


Spar ſſe telſurem reov 
ques denſis floribas 
Ipſaſqs harenss Syrtinm 
Fragaſſe nardo Or nedare. 


| Teenie neſeenter (puer) 


Senſere dura, &- barbara: 
Viduſq; ſaxorum rigor 
Obduxit herb am cotibas. 


LA 

© Tam wells dc ſcopmlis fluvnt 
Bee , 

on F 


«an tillat ilpe arido 


Sudans a monum ſtipite; 


Jam ſunt myricis balſama.. 


0 ſanFapreſepis fui 
Aterne Rex exnabn!a 


P opuliſy; ; per ſeculumn, SACK - | 


3 Muti &-ipſe 4 Giedbtts 


 Adorat bec bentnne Iyer pecud: | 
IndoGa turba ſeilicet, 
 Adorat exeors maatio;' 


"oy ipeogroef', 


g 
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| Ecernall King b6ods in a Stable, 


\. Beleev'd by Ailtb rhon 


(An heartlefſe, 
| 4 or 


0: how great Dov0g: fg wry 
Of things below in thy chaſt womb, 1 


: » 146, Our of which, this da Y, $1.28 in fight; 1 
. 1 -. new age, and a i got nk 


en light. 


| Thecrying of wy Babe began 
The world's 


s fpring, before the Sun, | 
For then the world azade new that days. 
Her old foule coat did calt aw ay. [7 


Then, I ſuppoſe, the Earth indeed 


 Wich flowers all, thick che Country. 


( ſpread 


 Andeven theTndian quickſands, they : 


With Nard,and Nedecr breath'd chat day | 


Q Babe, things rude and. barbarour, - . Þ 
All of thy Birth were conſcious; .., Þ 
The ſtones cheirhardriefſe did Jet oa 


And hardcit whet ones ſprouted pra 


' Now honey from the rock did gilt; | 
The dry ſtockt elm. thew. ditzgood will 


In ſweating forth Cweer ſented Gum, 


And ſhrubs .in — ure Balſom, 


Thy holy Sa 


Cradle, 
Were Aired held, b j 


Tl 


; . Theſe thingoyhls IC heaf & che B Z 


The unlearned rout c wy a= 


'TKnow norunget hath kad. 


z kt 
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— RIM fdeli ſptritn: {+14 Let Pagans witha ſtable ſp'rir 
Concurrat adpreſepig, | oc the Stable ruw.omtright 

y may : ens. OO an er es = 1.2 : Let four-footed Beaſts diſcerne 
Pagana gens, &: Quaari - . What four-footed Beafts concerne. 


._. 
"y 


Sapiatq;, quod brutum fit. 


Neoat patrum-broſapis, i Their Fathers Sons, they this deny, 

© of ertrugi ry; cf Path Hating God, now us fo nigh. | (drunk 
Pb WITT OY Thou wouldft beletve* them poiſon 
ee et... |. With furis Mo madnefſeſunk.” | 
Furijfqs [ymphatam rapi.” HET ern 

9»; d prona per ſcelys Tuis ©, Why do'ſt thou headlong run to (in ? 
Agnoſce ff quicquam tibi Tf __ ſound reaſon be within ? 
Rt 9 UE; 1 =: Chrj  WhRO1Ss 1 v.. 
Mentis recedit integre, Acknou l.age(Arifh, whois indeed 


"PNG Shs - 15 Ofall thy Princes; icfe : 
Diicenr tworuz priveipum.'. | 110) 3 OY FIOREDG Clicks head 


Hurc query latebre, & ebſtetrix This Babe whom Midwite,cradle,nipht 
Et virgo f4ta, & Cnnnle , And Virgin lighted, brought co light, 


13 


Et imbecilla inf; anti, © _ .. © And Nonage weak,now forth did brivg 


| Regern dederunt gentibus. . Minto the Gentiles for King, 


235 tad {5 | | | | -, | | 
Peccator: intneberis .'. | | | | Sinner, thouw-ſhaltoneday eſpic. 

| Celſum coruſcis nubibws, In Heavens bright clouds exalted high, 
DejetFus ipſe, &-irritis © © - DejeRed then, thou ſhalt in vaine 
Blangens reatum ſletibus. | . Lament with tears chy gyilt a maine. Z 


E - ECTS 3. p- : ; 4 k .<-& Þ 2 F E Be ; - | IK. Y 

| Cram eſta ſigauin buccina: '\\ When as he with Joud.trumpecs ſound, 
Terris cremandis miſerit Shall give a figne, to burne the ground, 
Et [ciſſas axis cardinem .. And the broke axtree: by his fall 
Mxnd; Tuentis folverit, | \Unbinge the Cencer, ruine all. 
E = * XY , x Ib of | tiat 5 £50 | $ | : \ v%9 LS NP : : 

| Inſognis 79ſt, &: preeminenc; | He Judge Supteare then, all a parc, 
. Meritis rependet bs > Shall give to all'men their deſert, 

| His, Incis uſunt perpeti "at = _ Uphee Hells hgh for aye, 
ellis, Gehennam,& tartarun. pi advan 


ET» 
Jos ED feirce men, who to death 
* os . | 9 5 Y 5 rf | =» | ; 'T 
. xreddidit.. ee EINE In Mach, 


The next is Cbryſoftome, who lived at the ſame time 
with «Avurelim Prodentize, about the year'y98, of £7 4ms 
whom the. Chriſtiatis of Fawre Ciltcia, were wont to 

 fay, that ir was better that the Sun ſhould withdraw 
| his ſhining, then that Cbr3/efomer mouth-ſhould be 
opt from ſpeaking, He was firſta Prieſt of Anti... 
 gco;afiertbatrBiſhop of Conſientinople, called Golden 
” .moth; and not'without cauſe; Demoſtibenes chriitia- 
” nomm,the Chriſtians Demoftbenes. He in aneſpeciall 
manger ſpends his Rhetorick in magnityang the cele. 
bration of this day,-in an high ſtraine, as followeth; 
and firſt; in bis Oration De beato Phelogonto © ſaying, 

Appetit: jam. Feſtum omnian-feſtorum maxime yeat- 
randum, adorandamg; quod fi quis appeller omniam Feſto- 
rum Mitropolin, baud quaquam abberrer, uid aurem 
boceft 3 Chriſti juxtacarnem Nativitas ,, Ab hoc enom 

illafirato Dee; Feſtum Epiphaniorum, ac Sacrum, Paſcha, 
Aſcenſio, & Pentecoſte, orcoinem ac fundamentam du. 
. cunt, Niſo enim ſecundum Carrem natus efſet, Chriſtus 
nequaquam baptiz.atus fniſſet, nam 1aro eft. Feftum Thec- 
 Pheniorum, nequaguam fuilſtt crucihxas, hoc enim et fe. 
: fem paſche, nequaquam miſſus. efſet Spiritus SantZas, 
| boc enim oft Feſtum Pentecoites. it #qz a6 bocycen fonte quo- 
. Pram bi dxuerſi amnes orty, nate ſunt nobus bac Feits. 
Now that Feaſt. is come;the moſt tobe reverenced, 
| and adored of all other; Feaſts ; But what'Feaſtis 
- that? The: Birthday: of aur: Saviour Chriſt accord- 
-log to the fleſh, which. if any: man. ſhall call irthe- 
| CMetropoliten Feaſt he is no way iq ancrrour; for 
- \frompe 4 => —OAY luſtrious.in its obſervation, 
{ [the Feat oitbeEpiphanic,Paſſeover, Aſcenſion, and. -- |. 
{ + Pentecoſt, bavetheirground;/andoriginaH ; for if cim//- 358 
he had qotbeen borne accordiag ro thefleſh, he had \ 
got. beene Baptized, which 13 the Feaſt of the 
Ego Th eopha- 
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 Ahiohazie,”tm bad not been crucified, which is the 
* +Feaftofthe/Paſſcover'y hehad not fent down the hy 
ly Ghoſt which is the Feaſt of Pentecolt. Therefore 
trom rhis, thoſe diverſe Rivelers doe ſtream, as from 
their proper Fountain? ;/ and from his Birch thoſe 
Feaſt s/have their Birth and breeding. 
-» Notehere, that Juſtine Harty, oneotthe moſt 
avcicat of the Fathers, who flouriſhed in the yer 
' 250. in his ſecond Apology, «d finem, and beivre 
bim, /gnatexs, St. Jobns Diſciple, who flouriſhedin 7 
the 191. year after Chrii}, in his Epiſle tothe 4749- 
neſiens, 2nd Ireneus, whowas famous aboutthe year, 7 
130. writing to.Y:Fer the Biſhop of Rome, and Ter. BY 
_  tullcan, whomwrit in the year 203. £16, de Corona Mi- 
tas, doe witnefle, that the Feaſts foremevtioned by 
Chryſeſtome, were generally obferved\and kept in 
their dayes, and cherefore the Feaſt of che Nativity 
not mentioned intheir writings norextant, muſt be 
then kept and obſerved alſo, it being according to 
_ wn = foundation of thee all. 
Toit good to nore byrhe the way, againſt 
them that build much oftheir hay end Rabble,25zink 
the honour of his 'Birth-day-that was borne in the 
Stable, upon: the filence-ot the firſt» Fathers. We 


| now-proceed with: holy. Chy/ſoftome,} who farthcr 
- adds;1nthe forecnedplaces io (is io how! | 


5 8. 
et - S; 


- #rtepon:, iſedobrd, quodin bot nitunseſt, op cateris on 


| 2149 efÞ vexerabils ” Nam, quod. '* 1 ftw lomo fans, 


q "Mortuns off," qier rextlaen pi opaen anger quid baic 
| chnſoft. 397. PETE anpmngimixatile? Sed martale coppus afſumpſit, 
velurrit bans fiers, tantumg; ſe dumitteve' Suſtionerit, 

| quanrom 


4 $ * : * 
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quantum ns cogitatione quidem completFt queas, hoe eſt 
omntum maxime r.verendum, ſtuporiſq; plenum quod que= 
dem P aulus 84mirans dicebat, meg rum eſſepietatis myſte« 
rinm, dews declayatin in carne, (& altbi, nou enim angelis 
apprebendit Dus ſamer; ſea ſemen Abrabe apprebenait 
#t poterat fratribus in omnitus aſſimulare. 

| Butnot onely for this reaſon, is it thought meet 
that Chriſts Bircth-day ſhould be preferred before 
thoſe of his Baptiſme, Pafli>n, Aſcenſion, and Pen- 
tecoſt ; but tor that which was borne therenpon, it 
ougbt ro be heli more venerable then all other ; for 
that Chriſt made man, ſhould dic who had contra- 
ed ho ſing what can be, added to this miracle but 
that hedid aſſume a morrall body ? This is alſo won- 
derfull, and ro t'e admired. Bur that being Go4he 
ſhould be made man, and fo far debaſe himſelfe, as 


canyotenter into the mind of man to conceive; rhis 
is of all the other, the moſt wongerfull, and ful} of a- 


mazement; which Sor none. es our, Great 
fe 


= the myſtery of godlineſſe, God manifeſted jn the fleſh; and 1, 2. 
= apatneinanother place, He tot xot wpon bimthe ad. 
Fure of Angtls, but the ſeed of Abraham, that be might 6e 
made like to bus brethren in al{ thing; $42 "on 
Proto bur pri finum dilgy Diem buxe, anafs & Cotes, 
| #Morein 0745 in medium preperss, ut vos amatorij Dujn by Sc. Chſe- | 
| Pharmarz participes reddam;, Exq:, vos omnes obtefpor, fore: | 
rogeg;, ut ſurmmo fludio, ſummag; alacr fate, velitis aceſ- It was the ofe 1 
| ſe z fea pr #74 ſaam wnuſqwiſy, domunt repurget, ut 'Vs- of the Church 
| deamm_deminum weſtrum 1n cunts jaceirem. Did enim M51 12 100, 
= excufsbimus + aut quam veniam dbvtinebimm # $5 quum "7" 
WW - 2s nofre cauſa diſeenderir de Celis ney adillam ox ei 
= tu nottris ire gravemiur ? Spurs aliegene Barbariq, 
= #xÞPerſidtacturrant;,ut illumwvideait in prefſeps jarent'm, 
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P; ts Vero ne breve quidem ſpac 1am emit [4 ire ſo aft ens, u* hor 
Chnſol: 353 feltci ſpetteculo perſruar is ? Nam ſi cum ffae acceſimu 
= procul dubio widebimus itlum, in preſepi, jacentem; $:. 
 quidem Menſa vicem explet preſeps. _ - 
+ Forthis very reaſon, lovethis day 4n.an eſpecial! 
manner, and propoſe voto you the love thereof, thac 
I may. make you partakers of this lovely m.dicine. 
Therefore, | exhort,and beſeech you all that you will 
be preſent thereupon, with all endeavour, and all ala. 
crity. But firſt of all, let every one. of us purge hi; 
owne houſe, that we may ſee our, Lord Chriſt lying 
in-his ſwadling cloaths ; For what excuſe ſhall we 
make? Or what plea ſhall we put in for ourablence? 
if that upon thar. day when, he came, downe, from 
Heaven fof our fakes, we ſhould think much to go: 
out of our owne houſes toworſhip him ? If when 
Srrangers, and Barbarians did takea far journey out 
of, Perſis thatthey might ſce him lying in the Maun- 
ger, we ſhould grndgs to:goe alittle way to Church 
to enjoy that bleſſed fight. For without all doubt if 


LE. 


_ we come hither by ith, we ſhall ſce him Cradled in 
” chit Birch. AE Manger, becauſe'the. Lords. Table, ſupplics the 


day a Sacra- Place of that Manger unto us, 


oY 


| ment-day.” .*, Apaine, the ſame Father in his ſecond Tome, and 
 . ». theithird Homilie, Preached upon the day of our 
: _ ©. Saviours Nativity, ſpeaking of = different keeping 
_ ,  of:the day bythe Chriſtians in «Armenia, £2 977, 
= -.1» Andallthe. reſt of the world. beſides, .they obſerving 
+1 .zhgfxrof Fenue, onthe day ofthe Fpibenie, when 
| © vhewas Baptized, and theſe. the twenty fifth of Decen- 
.ber, thus ends the controverfie.. 

:1\11 Traemns 5 carde noftro, qued bodierne Die Chriſts' 

paſeitar (.25. Scilccet Decembris ) 415j putanrt gu0! 

% | | | f 
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BY | | 5 26, w® Tale? 
in Epiphapijs, naſciter z1 New  damnemus aliorum opi- 
| ein, agree PO mT ONS, FO galys f» 
| ſur ſenſu abundet, & forſitan revelabit wnicuiq; Domt- 
nus, Et 111i qui dicunt tunc naſct Saluatorem, & 1:05 5; 
| bodie dicimus naſci, unum. dominum colimus, unum tn. 
fantulam ſuſciptmus, | Sed Uideamus quod mngt ratio. 
| nabilius! Ratio noftira non reprehenatt altos, ſid nos pro- 
{ bat, Now ſunt noſtra que loquimur, 1Majorum ſententta 
| eft; Univerſus mundys contra hnjus provincse opinto- 
nem loquitur ; Hic Apoſtoli ſurrunt, bic traditio fuit ; 
Ne dicinius quis hodie Chriſtus natus eft, in Epephantjs 
rendtus, Mundus ipſe teſtrmonium noſirum, Creaturs 
avbiſcum teftatur, uſq; ad bunc diem creſcunt tenebre, ab 
hoc die creſcit Des, decreſcit nox, Errorem Veritas 
[ubit, hadje nobis ſol Juſtirie naſcitar. YH 
Let us meditate in our hearts that as vpon this 
day (towit, December the twenty fifth ) Chriſt was 
borne :. Others are of opinion, that he was borne np- 
on the day of the Eprphanie ; We doe not condemne 
other mens opinions, yet we will follow our own do» 
Arine ; Let every man be reſolved in his own mind, 
and may be the Lord will alſo reveale this particular 
toevery man. For both they that think our Saviour 
Chriſt to be borne at that time, and we that. main- 
faine him tobe borne as this day, doc worihip the 
ſame Lord, and embrace the ſame Babe. But letus 
conſider whoſc ground is the fironger. OQ-1i reaſon 
reprehends not others, it juſtifies our ſelves, The 
Words we ſpeak, are not ours, they are the definitive 
ſentence of our anceſtors. The oliole world ſpeaks 
againſt the opinion of that one province ; The A- 
Poſtles are for.us, their Tradition taxes our part, and 
we ſay that Chriſt was borne 'a$ upon this day and | 


borne 
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" Ring Bapii- borne againe vpon the Epipbaaie. The world is our 
zed in Jorden. irnefſe, The Creature dothteſtific with vs, to thi 
merevp®" daytheniphts cncreaſe, from this day they doe de. 

 Chyſoſt. Ano exeafe. Truth comes in the place of errour. This 

oy” diy the San of righteouſnefſe roſe upon us. 

Once more, for the time, the Father ad\ds in the 
foreſaid Homilie, that the Annuntiation and the 
Conception of our Lord was upon the eight of the 
Calends of «April, and that he was borne in the 
moneth 'of Dezember, in the winter time, upon the 
ciphr ofthe Calends of Jurxary, upon the day of the 
wintcr Solffiice. RENEE ; 

- TInowlaughto think how the ignorant opponent 
doth begin ro inſult upon theſe ſeeming contradigi- 
ons, and cals the od Father dotard,.and is ready to 
daunce &« gig for joy, if he had bnt a Scottiſh Bag- 
pipe bur they that are wife know that he betraycs = 

t his owne ignorance in Chronologie, and (hewes 
bimfelfe a fool ; ſor the day of the winter So!#:vr, 
the twenty fifth of December, and rhe cight of the 
Calends of January, will prove all one day, if we call 

| bur to. mind what we noted before, that in our Sz- 
viours timerthe Vernall Equinox was upon the 25. 
of Harch, according to our Engliſh and Jolizn 2c- 
count, which was the cighth of the Calends of 4pri!, 
according to the account of the Hebrews ; their i 

- Neſan, their firſt month in the year, beginning in WW 
the middle of our 2farch, and having inzr fourteen Þ 
dayes of our April, ſo that the twenty fifth of Marc 
with us, is the eight of Apri/l, according to them ; | 
and theeight of January with them, the twenty fifth 
of December with us, and the rwenty fifth of 'Decem- 
& then: {when Chriſt was borne ), was the dzy - #1 

, | | | tk 4 


 Chyſit. 358. 


the winter” gdlfice, | Aa 


C dium on: the: Spheare;:/p. 224. | doth wit- cb/of. Anno 


| nefſe in theſe words, Fompore Auguſts Oldaviaat wi 
| obſervat Flenine, brume dares Uigeſiimo quents Decembygs 
| 2146 que die,” notue oft: Chr:ſtus affertor nofter, It che 
| time Of wCogyſinr OBavian, as Plenie obſcrves, the 
horteſt day was onthe twenty fifth of December, on 
which day Chriſtour Redeemer was borne. See alſo 
the julian aad Romane Kallcaders, in Barowini, Ge 
webrard Chron, lib, '3.\ Gualtertus, Tab, Chron, Gorden 
Leſmer, chran. © | 

| Note one thing more, and chat is the great zcale 
ofthe Chriſtians in thoſe dayes, almoſt 1300. years 
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agoe, and their ſtriQnefle in computing and obſer. 
ng the; very day of the Birth:of out Saviour Chriſt, 


| { keeping it holy, appearimg eſpecially in rhis, 


| thatthey would norallos the Armenians, or og p- 


frans, ans cleven' dayes difference; Yea, ſo hainous 
a thing it wag accounted toccep'iron'any orher day 


but on the twenty fifth of December, that their Do- | 


ours, thoſe Bright lights of rhe Primitive Church, 
doth writ and preached againſt it, and the whole 
world did withftand ir. 

Sor mnetri for Chryſofteme;, anct too! mach! for any 
ScottiſhiPiper toplay Ns fyke' matter. Yet we have 
*5 pregnant witneſſes as he. among whom 


: 0 nenſtine that Famous Father 


Biſhop of Herppo, in Afﬀrick, we may name the 
<irfe, who fontiſhed' in the year 420. and hath 
farand'twenry Sermons in print, Preached upon 
the very day of Chrifts Birth'; in which he witn<l- 


FF 25 | ſeth 


Augaſtine » 
Anno 42% | - 
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Auguſtine , © 
Anno 420. 


anſwer in 


Fathers. 


ſeth diverſe times, that in'his time" this day was ſet 
aſide by'all Chriſtians, throughoutthe whole world, 
* for ſuch holy exerciſes, as Preaching , Prayer, recci. 
ving of the Sacrament, thankſgiving, and rejoycing, 


and that ir was conſecrated, ſer a parr, and ſanRified 
tothatend, nor by the viſible Sun of 'this world, but 
by the inviſible Creatonr thereof z in; his nineteenth 
Sermon, de tempore, being the fifteenth upon the day, 
and more plainly/in his twelfth Sermon, de tempore, 


andthecighrh ypon the day, he ſaith," .* + 


Filius Der. idemg; filtas hominis, fine Matre de patre 


natus, ereauit omuem Diem, ſine patre at matre natys 


conſecravit bunc Diem; divina nativitate inviſii, 
hnmuna viſubsley,utreq; mirabilis. — rl 
[The $on,0f God;:and the famethe Son of mn, 


one perſon, borne of his Father withoura Mother, 


created every day, borne of his Mother without a Fa: 
ther, conſecrated; this diy 4nviſible ig bis Birth 
Divine, vidble in;his/ Birth humane; wonderfull in 


| both. Ine 


2. That he was borne upon the ſhorteſt day ot 
the year, that is the day of the winter $0/ſtice, that 
was then -* the twenty fifth of 'Decimber, be doth 

is: ſtxteenth Sermon, de tempore, and thc 
twelfth upon the day; giving the reaſon why he was 
borne upon this day, £0 dre miner dies nulius 13 1t7- 
77s, then which no ſhorter ſhines upon Earth, be- 
cauſe, faith he, he humbled himſclfe inro.the mcanelt 
condition; therefore he choſe the meaneſt and 
ſhorteſt day to be borne upon. . .. + 
. 3. That that day that, he was borne upon was then 


-» + ran the firſt day ofthe week, or our Sunday : in the night 


upon Sundyy, SOTEgOIDg { the night being before the day, accord 


inp 


at hers. 


ing tothe Scriptures computation, Ger. 1.) Decem. 
ler the twenty fifth, he teſtifierh in his Commentary 

| upon the 132. Pſalm, in his fourth Book, de Tris, 

«p.5. and in the end of his gineteenth Sermon, de 
s tempore, he gives the feaſon thereof in theſe words, 
= Diem #1 quo creauit lurem, Lux, in qu» Crearerur elegit, 
& thatis to ſay, Chriſt the light choſe that day to be 
EZ created, or borge upon, in which he created the light 
= itſelfe. Andafter him, ofrhe ſame opinion 1s Nrce- 
= phorus, Eccl. beſt. {, 1.c, 12. Dominus Antonius 1a parte 


= biſt, tib. 5, cap. 10. Bonatent. de vita Chriſti, Petrus 


= de Natalibus Lucidus, and divers others. 

= 4: That the day of Chrifts Birth was every year 
# keptholy by all Chriſtians in bis time, and that vpon 
#= thatday they were bound by cſpeciall duty ro receive 
the Sacrament of the Lords Svpper, he doth moſt 
vehemently ceſtific, and.is line upon line, and pre- 
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Chriſts Birth- 
day a Sacra- 
ment-day. 


cept upon precept, throughout his works toexhort 
them thereanto, as 'in his fixthand eigth Sermons, 


ae Natalitijs Chriſti, his 26. de tempore, but in his 119. 
Epiſtle to Jarnarins, he is more peremptory, for 


having ſpoken of keeping the Feaſts of faſter, and 
Pentecoſt betore, as it he were abgry for forgetting = 


the chiefe of all, he layes on with an Hi primum opor- 
tet, ut die Natetvitatis Domini Sacramentum Celebre- 
mus, in memoriam ilius qui natus eft, & ipſum revolutum 
anni Diem feſta deyotione'celebrare. © 
| © It t$ourgdury more then upon afy day, to receive 
the Sacrament every year upon the Lords Birth-day, 
and to keep that day feſtivall and holy. Aud further, 
in his firſt Sermon; detempere, he bids the day; and 
gives the people warning to come to Church there- 
upon, and to prepare themſelves in'an cſpeciall man- 
Eon = ner, 


'Y 


The day bid 
holy in Sr. 
Augaſt ines 
LIC. 


| Fathers. ; \ 


ner, then, to receive the Sacrament of his body and 


blood. The forme of his bidding followes. 


 Matth. +. 18. 


 adjuterio laboremns : nt illo 


Appropinquante jam ſacrati{ſima ſoliennitate, qus Sal. 


water noſter inter bomints naſci miſericorditer vaoluit 


( Fratres Chari ſffimi ) attentius conſiderate , qualiter 
oporteat ues, ju adventu tant e potentia preparari ; ut 
Regem ac dominum noſtrum leti i A F, Cum glts 
rid & landitus mereamar ſaſcipere, @ in conſprtn jus 


 imtor falices catus Sanflorum, gratulando exultare, magis 


quam ab eo,propter f e1itatem noſtram yepulſs inter pecca. 
reres aternam confuſlonem mereri, - 
Et ideo rogo, moneoqz nt F appringr poſſumus cum Dei 
16 cum [:Acera, of prrs con. 
ſcientia, & mundo corde, & caſts corpore, ad altare Da- 
mini poſſumus accedere, & corpus, 7 ſangaiuem ejus non 
ad juiicium, fed ad remedium anime noſtre mireamur 
accipere ( & Taulopeſt)Y | 
| Licet,nos omni tempere b01is oÞ tribus ornatos, ac ſplen. 
didos ofſe conveniat, precipu? in dit Natalis Domini: F 
Sicut in Evangelia docuit, Lucere dehent bominitys opers 
Vejtrs, 
to Dear Brethren,. the moſt ſacred ſolemnity 
now approaching, wherein our Saviour merci(ully 
vouchlafed to bz borne among us.; conſider more 
attentively: how we ought to prepate our ſelves for 
the advent. of ſo great a.Power, that we-may be coun- 
ted worthy to receive our Lord. with: joy, and rc- 
joycing, with glory and-prauſe, and. in his ſight fur- 


- mount ingiviogthanks, in the midſt of. thole happy 


among 'finnens 


Aſembliey of the Saints, rather then. ſuffering his 
repulle for our filchineſſe, deſerve etergall. confuſion 


- Therefore Lexhort and give warning, that we 1a 
” bour 


| SES | | 37 
| bour with -Gods help to our vtmoſt power, upon _ 
| thardayto come tothe Lords, Table with a ſincere TER, S 
| 2nd pure conſcience, 2clean heart, and a chaſt body, wee? 
| that we may be worthy to receive his body and blood, 
| notto canderinativn, but for our oxne {ouls health, 

(andthen 2 little after. ) wal eg PT 

Though at all times we ought to be adorned, and 
beautified with good works, yet eſpecially upon the 
day of our Lords Nativity, as we arc taught in the 


Goſpe), ought our lights to ſhine before men, that 

they feing our works .may then glorifie our Father | 

in Heaven. | 
The Farher Preacheth on, and I cannot chuſe but 


= takerhe notes, and preſent them to you, they arc (o 
= fweet. 
= Confiderate queſo (Fratres)) quando aliquis homo po- 
tens vel mobilis ;, Natalem ſunm, aut filij ſui celebrare deſs- | 
derat, quanto ſtudio, ante fn Dies quicquid in domo 
faa ſordidum invenerit ordiatur emundari, quicquid in- 
eptuw, & incongruum proijci, quicquid utile & nece{ſa- 
rium pracipit exhiberi. Domus etiam ſi obſcnrata fuerit 
dealbatur, Pavimenta ſcopis mundantur , & diverſis re- 
ſperſa floribus ornantur ; Quicquid etiam ad !etitiam, © 
corporis delicias pertinet omni ſolicitudine providetur. 
 Otqmid ifta ( fratres chariſſmmi ) uiſs ut Dies natalitius 
= cum gaudio celebretur hominis moritnri ? $1 ereo tanta 
= Prepares inNatalitio tuo , aut filij tui : quanta > qualia 
| Preperare debes Suſcepturns Natalem Domini tui? Si ta- 
lia is -pomenes Got qualia preparare debes &terno. 
Conſider my Brethren, I beſcech you, that when a 
preat or noble man doth defice to folemnize his ovva 
= oOrhis Sons Birth-Gay, vvich vvhit eagerneſſe he gives 
* lhisServamrorder many dayes before to make _— 
= | | | vybat 
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vvhat ſhall be found foule in his houſe, to caſt ou 
Auguſtine, vvhat ſhall be found unfitting, or undecent, to pro. | 
Anno 420. yide vvhat ſhall be profitable or neceſlary. The wal; 

: | are vvhited, pavements vvaſhed, and ſtrevved yyith 
fine flovvres of diverſe ſorts,and vvbatſoever belong, 
rothe merry-making of the ſonle, or the delighting [ 
of the body, nre procured vvith all care. And to WR 
vyhat.end is all this great preparation ( my beloved 
Brethren ) bur to grace and glad the Birth-Jday of: 
mortall man? If then thou prepareſt ſo great and 

ay things upon thine ovvne birih-day, or that of thy 
7b hovv much greater and farre more excellent, 
oughteſt thou to prepare againſt the Birth day of 
thy Lord ? If thou prepareſt ſuch things to honour i 
him that ſhall die, vvhat manner of proviſion 0122 RF 

eſt thou to make in honour of him that lives for e- 

vers F: | 
_ Therefore vvhatſocver thou vvouldeft be ſorry 
to have found in thine ovvne houſe in the day of 
thine ovvne Nativity, havea care that God may not 
find the like in thv ſoule, upon the Birth-day of his 
onely Son. 
_ The Father goes on, Certe {i te Rex terrenys, nt 
quicungqz, pater-familias ad Natalitium ſuum invitaret, 

qualibas veſtimentis fudueris ornatus incedere, quam 1» 

_ visvel nitidjc, vel ſplendidis, quorum nce vetuſtas, nic vi” 

litas, nec aliqua faditas, oculos invitantis offenderet * 1 1 

ergo Studio in quantum prevales, Chriſto auxiliante, c01- 

tende, ut diverſis virtutum ornamentis. anima compoſit:, 

Simplicitatis gemmis, & ſobrietatis. floribus adornat', 

ad ſollennitatem Regis «terni - id eſt, ad Natalem Domi- 

#1 Salvatoris, cum ſecura conſcientia procedat, caſtitite 

vitida, charitate ſplendida, elemoſynis candida. Chriitus 
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Auguſtine, 420 


Uthers. 


enim dominus, | te ita ate tum natalitium [unm: ce! - Augu/ine. 


| brare cognoverit : Tpſe: per ſe venire, & animam tim, 
| won ſolum viſttare, jed etiam requieſcere, &* perpetno in 
| illa dignabitur babatare, Sicut 2 Cor. 6. Apoc. 3, 20. Et 
wn felixeſt iſta anima que vitam ſui its, deo auxi- 
= ante Studuerit, gubernare, ut Chriftum hoſpitem &* ha- 
= bitatoren mereatur accipere { Swi #30 
= Certainly if an earthly King, or any Houſe-keep- 
= er, ſhould invire thee to the Feaſt of His Nativity, 


EZ thouwouldeſt care tocloath thy ſclte with ſuch new, 
2 neat,and gallant attire, of which neicher the oldnefle,- 

: 7 courſeneſſe, or foulneſſe, might offend the eyes of 
= bim that invited thee, Doe thou ſtrive then, by the 


IJ help of Chriſt, as much avpoſſible cou canft, ro a- 


d 5m thy ſelfe with divers vertuous ornaments, as 


W ihe Jewels of ſimplicity, and the flowers of ſobriety, 


EZ 2gaiaſt the, great Solemnity of the Eteroall King, 
= thatis to ſay the Birth-day oft our Lord and Saviour; 
£2 Cthatthy.ſoule may draw near with a ſafe Conſcience, 
£2 purified by chaſtity, (ſhining through charity, and 
2 made white withalms-deeds. Forit Chriſt rhy Lord 
EX doe know that thou being thus fitted, dozſt ſanRific 
EZ bis Birth:day inthis compoſure: he will come unto ,-_ . 
FT thee himſelte, and will not onely vonchſafe to viſit z-:. 2 
KEE hy ſoule. but to rake up bis reſt and dwell therein, 
ME and how happy is the ſoule of that man, who by Gods 
= affiltance, ſo orders lys life, tharhe may be counted 
zz worthy to have Chriſt for bis gueſt and inmate: So 
= much ſhall ſuffice to. have glaunced out of this holy 


L { Father, for the clearing ofthis particular. , 
| The next is Oroſi:s, St. eAugufisnes Schallar, anl 


= afterwards'a Prieſt in Spaize, about- the yeat 41 Ve 


39 
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ted 


& whomrit ſeaven Books of Hiſtory, which he dedica- 


? . 


| » redtohis forchaidMaſter, 'n the ſeveath and ſecond 
__ Chapter, affirming thevery ſame rhings, concertia 
- the honour, time, audday of Chriſfts Birth, chat his 
Miſter did before him, that it was on the twenty fiſth 
of Decemier. CO: N34: 
lo the ſame-age flouriſhed Cofſeanx 2. Pricſt of 
Haffilis in France, Anno 440. who teſtiheth the 
very ſame,and agrees with the former ; who further 
ſpe: king of the fg yprians, who did ( as he affirms) 
antiqua traditrone, by ancient tradition, obſerve the I 
day of the Epipbanze,ia remembrance both of Chriits | 
Birth and Baptiſme, adds, that they did nor diſ.p- 
provethe different cuſtome of the We!terne Chriſti- 
_ avs, who kept it onthe 25, of December. E 
__ Andwithhim accords Nrcep4074, Hiſt, Eccl, 116.1, 
c, 12, ſaying, Vigeſſrmu & .quintu tam menſis De. 
cembris , erat Dies quum inefſabile pietatis, & anoru, 
erga genus bumartnm tue (Verbum Dei ) maximuny; 
inerrabilts partuu perficitur myſierium, It was then the 
- -twenty fifth of December, when thou, O word of Gos, 
the unſpeakable myſtery of thy goodnefle and love 
, towards mankinde, and the exceeding great Birth 
was accompliſhed. Following Maximm, Biſhop of 
Tours in France, of the fame time with. Leo the great, 
who hath fix Sermons Preached upnn the day, cx- 
tant: And Chryſologeus who hath one, SeR. 192. 
Leothe Grear, Biſhop of Rove in that time alſo, 
an holy and famous man, that ſar at the ſtern of that 
Church for almoſt ove and twenty yeares, even 1! 
thoſe purer times, when Rome had not forſaken her 
firſt love, hath ten Sermons Preached upon the day ; 
mn the firſt whereof be proves the point, ſaying, 


. Servator nofter hodie nata; ef, gaudramm, neq; "a 
| agaalbes 7 nom # 


of lacum ofſe triftitie: wht Natali eſt vite, qae ron. 
umpto mortalttatis timare, nobes ingerit dr promiſſa 4ter. ano 4,0. 
nitate Letitiam. Nullus ab bujus alacritatis participa- 
tiene Secernitor, una cund is comunts [etitie ef ratio, 
Our Saviour was borne this day; letus beglad: Tt 
is nor lawfull togive place to ſadneffe ou the Birth- 
day of life, which taking away the fear of death, 
prompts unto us the joy of promiſed Ererniry. Ler 
| nomandareto ſeparate himſclfe from the partaking 
{© of this dayes rejoycing, ſecing there 1s | the ſame 
| muniverſfall ground of joy toall. | 
= Andagaine in his ſecond Sermon. 
Exyltemins, quis nobs illuxit Dies redemprionss 9- 
ſtlre, reparations antique, felic:tatis aterne, Repara- 
tur enim wobis ſalutis notre annus revolutions Sacra- , <..mum, | 
mentums in initio premiſſur, 7 en fine reddirum, fone pre day in Leo's if 
Monſeram, tin E. EF 
Let us rejoyce becauſe this day of our redempti- 
on, anciene reparation, and eternall happineſſe, dorh 
ſhite within ovr doors, for as this day,the Sacrament 
or Seale of our ſalvation is ated unro us by the 
| yearsrevolution z which was promiſed in the begin- 
{ Aingoftime, performed in the fulneſſe of time, and 
continued when time ſhall beno more. So much he, 
Noing in his time the Rrit annual obſervation of 
the day. 
_ - Inthe- ſame age, and at! 'the ſameti ne did lize and 
flourich; 
Pa 'of RW ORR Preſident ofthe Councc'l _ ates 
fur, again ft Neſtorim, Anno 
Gaga rd ni 430: oeouiial 
Proſper of eHfquitane, inthe year 445. And Proſper, 4456 
nw who flouriſhed about the year, 435. 17: vigiim, 495 
G 2 vv hoſe Ko) 


| Rupert, 


Anno 580. 


| Chriſt borne 


_- about day- 
_ break 


 bathexs. 


whoſe dayes the forementioned Feaſt was kept uni. 
verſally, conſtantly, annvally. 
Thus have we proved by ſufficient wirnefſes,whom 
none will or can deny, but they who believe none but 
themſelves, the point in-hand, for five hundred years 
aſter Chriit, for which time the Church of God c:-1./ 
tinued a Virgin, without any notable ſpot or ble. 
mi(h, and Apoſtolicall ; naw ſhe began to be dchiled, 
her beauty to be ſpatted, yet ſhe did never fo far fall 
away ſrom her fir{t love, Jeſns Chriſt, in any place 
where ſhe wandred, as not to follow the example of 
thoſe purer times, and forementioned Chriitians, 
and every year bolily to obſerve the Feaſt of our S1- 
viours Nativity. Nay, I believe the thankleſle ad- 


 verfary will willingly grant ſo much, becauſe he: 


would makeirt like everything which his Ignorance 
miſlikes, a pzece of Popery ; but what hath been (ail 
already, hath prevented that objeRed fopperie. 

It ſhall ſuffice then, for every hundred year follow- 
ing, to bring in one witneſſe or two, till thetime of 
the Fathers be twkfilled, tO Prove the general] Coat?- 


nuance ofthis religious obſervance. 


In the fixth Century then, we meet with Rypertss, 


the' Apoſtle of Bavaria, famousin the year 580, who 
an his thitd Book, De atyvints offectes, and cap, 1 6. Wit - 


nefſeth the general] obſervation of the day in that 
age, and faith, that Chriſtwas borne Note dominice, 
in the preceeding night, or about the dawning of the 


Lords day. Andthe reaſon was;ſaith he, #r quo «ie 


arxit fiat lux & faFa eft, Inv ejuſdem det,naFe oxterctur 
#n tenebris lumen erefis corde, & viſitaret nos Orien; 
ab altos: eHummare cos qui un texebris & in umbra mort!s 


 ſoatbant. 


That 
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That upon what day he ſaid, Let there be light, and 1% g. 2. 
zere was Iight,in the night of that, light ſhould ſpring 
ut of darkneſſe to the upright in heart, and the 

{ .norniog ſhould viſit us from on high, to give light ju e.g. 
 tothem that fate in darkneſle, and in the ſhadow of 
| death. To this alludes that of St. Job, even no Join 1:5: 
E doubt to the hour of Chriſts Birth, The light ſbined | 
* in datkne(je, ard the darkneji: comprehended tt not. | 
lathis age alſo, before. him, flouriſhed Fulgent us Fagemius.g00 
of Carthage, about the beginning of the Century, who 
bath one Sermon exrantin honour ofthe day, — 
| 1fidorus, Junior, of Hiſpalis 10 Spare, after him, a- j;1,,. j1;e. 
& boutthe year 596. And : 396. 
|  Evagrius Scholaſitcus, who writ his Eccleftalticall ,.,,,;.. 
Hiſtory, ending in the year 597. And 535. 
© Sregon) the great, who lived at the fame time, to. 
* whoſeworks I refer you. Buteſpecially, take notice, ;9z3., © 
| thatinthis age about the year 52 3. Juſtsne the Em- 
er6urof the Eaſt, decreed that the Feaſt of the holy 
\ativity of Chriſt, Cthould be obſerved, as N7-epborus 
obſerves, Hiſt. Eccl. 1. 7.c. 28, Ifany one objec, that 
therefore it was not kept before, he may as well ar- 
ue, that the Lords day.way never kept in Eugl/and, 
efore'rhis Parliament ſate, becauſe they have made 
ableſkd AR for the ſtrict obſervation of the ſame. 
For the next Century, from the year 600. to 700. 
| Welhall produce Bede our owne Countrey-man,who 
was famons in this age, any hath writ rothe purpoſe 
1n this partieular ; (1 mean venerable Bede) and fo 
tally, that be hath delivered in a few words, all that 
hath been ſaid before, ef pecially concerning the time 
when Chriſt was borne; to give youa taſt, which will 
\Illiſh well with a diſegcet pallate.. oe 


Luke 2. 9. 


 'Marke this 
well. | 


Fathers. 


He jn the nineteenth Chapter, L75, 1. D natyy 
rerwm, rel:tivg that dt finirive ſentence of his foref. 
thers, hat Clic1't was ( onceptus eE JutnG10 Verne, ng. 
ras Sc!ſttteo bybrro, conceived in the Vernall Equi, 
r-cxe, and borne in the winter Sol tice, Þath theſe 
vyore I | 
De Equinedijs quod (@av0 Catendarum Apriliumy, 
- iT Marti}, & «Gv:; Cales. daarum OFoberum (1 ) 24, 
S prenb br, &F de Solſtt'1] od avo Calendarum Jultaryn, 
id «ft, 24. 46 Ju"1j, © Favs Calendarum Jaru:riauymn, 
id eſt, 25. Decembtris, notanda ſit, Multorum late, 
ſapiex: un $iculi, of Chriſtianoram ſentertta claret, . 

Concerriog the Equinc@ alls, that they are to be 
placed on the cight ot the Calends of Aprel, thatis, 
upon the 25, day of March, and upon the cighthot 
the Calends of OFober, that 1s, upon the 2 4. day of 
September, and concerning the Solflices, that the 
are to be placed, the one vpon the eigth day of the 
Calends ot Jwh, that is, upon the 2.4. day of Jr, 
and the other upon the eighth day of the Calends of 
January, that is upon the 25. day of December, is the 


_ definitive ſentence of-diverſe DoRours, both Hes: 3 


then and Chriſtian, over the vvkhole World. 
He then briogs in, firſtthe teſtimonies of P/rn, 

and Heppocrates, thoſe Heathens, thea adds, that all 

the femouſeſt Fathers of the Church are of the ſame 


_ opinion, in ape; org Chriſt our Lord vvas con- 


ceivedupon the eighth day ofthe Calends of 4vril 
which 'is the fameday vvith the 23. of oor Ar 


__ thedayof tne Vernall Equinox, and that upon th! 2 


-very day he alſo ſuffered, and died, and that he vvias i 
- borneupon the'day of the vvinter Solſtice, eEpor the © 


eight of the Calegds of Fenwuery, that isto ſay, v Py + 


: 8 
F. 4 : | 4 4 
Fathers. 4'5 


| he twenty fifth day of our December, = ods 
| Agallo, that Jovn the Baptef, his fore-runner, was 
| conceived upon the eighth of the Cilends of Obey, 
E which is all onewith the twenty fourth of September, 
{ the day of the Autumaal EquinoRial, and was borne 
# upon the day of the Summer Soljt ice, being then up- 
Z oathecighr of the Calendsof Juiy,according to that 
Z times account, which according to ours, is the 24, 
= day of Fuae, adding this expolicion, that ic was'meet 
Z thar the Author of lighc eterna!l, (hould both be 
| conceived and borne in the increaſe of light tempo- 
# rall: and that the Preacher of Repenrance, who 
= ovght tq be leflenced with the lefſening of the light, 
| ſhould at ſucha time of diminution both b: concei- 
# vcdand borne, according to that ſaying of Jobs him- 
| ſelfe, Job 3.130. Hemu(t encreaje, but [ ma} dicreaſe, 
# Andagiine, in hi: Homilic vp5n the Nativity of 
| Jobn tbe Baptiſt, he ſaith, that it is not without a great 
| myſtery that Jobs was borne when the day didde- 
creaſe, and Chriſt when the day did increaſe ; for 
Chriſt did increaſe, b2cauſe it was to b: known over 
all the world, that be rras Chriſt. Jobz did, and muſt 
decreaſe, becauſe he was thought to be Chriſt, being 
onely his fore-runner: and by very good right ic 
was, that the (hortned day ſhould gaine length when. 
Chriſt was borne, becauſe God before being oaely 
knowne in Jury, now Chriſt appeared to be a light to 
lighten the Geazs(es, and to ſpread abroad the hear of 
his love over the whole carch. 
And morenver, it is apparent, that though 3-4s 
in one place doth not ſeem to/approve of the ftrict- 


| £1] , Anno. 
neſſe of that ſenrence, as thar:onr Saviour: Chrilt <4 wy 
ſhould be preciſely borne onthe day of the winrer | 

> : ſelſtice, 


a6 Fathers. 


—__ ſolſtice, yet it is manifeſt that he doth not goe from 
we". it by his words thar follow, deſcanting upon the 
time. [i 

Hor tempore in infimum Cel! pur Fam Sol devenir 
Fuſtitie vero $0l Chriſtus, in infimum Orbis lorum proſe. 
pe atjcendit, Ar this time the Sun of this world did 
decline to the loweſt point in the Heavens, 214 
Chri& the Son of righteouſneſſe did deſcend into the 
Manger, the meanelt and loweſt place oneart}.. 

Hoc tempore reverts mncipit ad nes Sol, 4tipiuntg, 
ates noftri tncrementum lucis, ac per Chrittt nativin- 
tem Sol juſtttie, ad nos converſus eft, lux vero gratis 
magnis eft auits increments,” ſecanaum illud, [yn 

78,9. Johannes non erat illa lax, lux erat, ſed «:creſ. 
cens, mixta tenebrss, non ills lux, ta eft, Chriſtus lux 
clara Incrementum recipiens. 

At this time the Sun begins to returne to us, and 
our dayes receive their increaſe of light. Upon the 
day of Chriſts Nativity, the Sun of righteouſneſſe 
came and aroſe upon vs, and the light of grace recci- 
vedagreat-increaſe z John was not that light, hc was 
a light indeed, but a decreaſing one, mixt with dari- 
neſſs; but Chriſt was that light, that clear light, in- 
creaſing unta perfe@ day. 

' Somuch our venerable Countrey-man, making it 


_ clear unto. us,- that the day of the winter -— git and 


the —_ of the Calends of January, and the twenty 
fifth dayof December, were all one and the ſame day; 
that our Saviour was borne thereupon, and that :! 
was kept holy in the remembrance thereof, over 
the whole World, by Gods Children' in eh:cir ſc- 
verall ages; and throughout the dayes that be li- Þ 
ved Ihe't!7 76 yt br ne FT] 
For 
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" Johannes De; 
"maſcen, 351. 


6qua CT ra 6 as Bede 
io-be fotthe'Baſk,l 
| ;ForchbexaCehcuey, extending ro the year 900. 
Z we ſhall produdd' © WW gilt tf 
: _—_— are, A otof Falds, «dd aftorward Rabenur Mau- 
LS " 4 DeoGdont ey the great'Synod ri, 830. 
utider per prices the Emperour, 'for con- 
EISAH8 A00O: 848- 'He:was a map, 
EGGS, nec parem Ger- 
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Z "ationof the orgs 3n q cſpecialimanner forhis time, 
27 Pagan ge” tharhe erty thereupon. 
| | ,vliihis EiſbSermon; (Grands juidem” ( diteiFilf.mi ) 
| » elk bodjerne dominica Nativitaris folleanitas, fed Dies 
+ | "0 "gſs abbreviare i nec mirum [i 308 fa- 
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Bernard 2120, Eimus breue verbum, quia bodies dexs Pater Verbum fecit 
_ Great (my dearly Beloved ) is the ſollemnizati- 
on of the day of our Lords Nativity. But the (hort. 
neſſe of the day will compell me to make a ſhort Ser. 
mon ; and no marvail, ſeeing the Father did as this 
day, ſhorten or abbreviate the WORD, - 

Againe id his ſecond Sermon, he puts the Queſti- 
on, why he was borne in the winter, in ebe night, in 
ſuch-cold weather, in the dark #. Shall ( faith he) 
we belecve that it was done by chaunce? 
He anſwers, Other: Children doe got chuſe the 
time whenthey ſhall be borne, becauſe rhey have no 
uſe of reaſon, liberty of choylſe, facoiry of delibera- 
tion 4 but Chriſt although he was man, was in the be- 
_ ginning withthe Father :: He was then God,the fame 
\-F nd power that he is now, as being the 
po wiſedome of God ; therefore he the Son 
of God, being about to be borne, in whoſe powerit 
was, to chuſe what time he pleaſed , he choſe tha |= 
which was moſt troubleſome, chiefly for a little Þ 
Child, andthe Son of poor Mother, who ſcarce had 
any cloutsto wrap him-in, to ſhew that he was not | 
from the earth, but from Heaven. 
Much more might be colle&ed out of the works 

Ir, but ſo much may ſuffice. 

Thus have we proved by the teſtimony of fo many 
Fathers, men famous in their generations, that for 
almo{i twelve hundred years, the day of Chrifts Birth 
was kept conſtantly, annually, univerſally, by all 
Chriſtians over the whole world, religiou(ly, holily, 
and that upon the twenty fifth 'day of December, ac- 
cording as.it hath been.the cuſtome ofthe Qhurch of i 
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| - Confeſrionsof Reformed Churches. 49 | 


Englans, foilowing the aticient and laudable cultome Reformed | 
| ofthe Primitive Church. Ws Churches. 
.. The corrept time.of the Church followes, from 
| theforementioned timetillthe year 1517. when the 
Church began to be reformed in diverſe Nations, 
ſhe did never in the time of her corruption, ſo far 
fall away from the love of her Saviour, as not to keep | 
the day of his Birth, though with diverſe ſupcrſtiri- 
ons, as is willingly objeQed, and confeſſed. 
We come therefore in the next place, to prove, 
that all the Proteſtant Churches beyond che Seas, 
| ever {ince the Reformation, have in their ſeverall 
5 Congregations, religiouſly kept the Feaſt of our 
Saviours Nativity, according to the uſe of the Pri- 
mitive Church, upon the 25.' day of December, and 
have accounted ir, and maintained it tobetheir duty 
ſo to doe; and not only the Feaſt of the Nativity, 
but of the Circumciſion, Paſſion, ReſurreQion, Al(- 
cenſion, and Pentecoſt, as is manifeſted at large in 
the Harmony of their Confeſſions, lately Printed intng- 
liſh;to which I referthe Engliſh Reader. As alto by 
& - their ſeverall Confeſſions, generall practiſe, and the 
teſtimonies of their reverend and learned Diviaes. 
Firſt for the (onfeſsioos. 
_ Weſhallnot urge the words of every one ofthem conf.tiions. | 
= 10 particular, becauſe it would be too tedious, aod 
T ay por they are the ſame in ſubſtance,& the grounds 
| andreafons of each accord : Twoorthree therefore 
ol the chiefe (þall ſuffice. om 
. Avdthe firſt ſhallbe the Augaexe Confeſſion, ex- ,,,z. 
hibited to the Emperonr, CHarLes the Fifth, in the Ano r9go../ 
year One thouſand, five hundred, andthirty. The 


H 2 words 


| Boherrica. 


| Anno 1532. 
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_— atoll in the fourth Antcl, are as follon- 
eth. - bt. 
Docenhus! 202 damua dis F eraditiomes, que nihil 
preciptnnt coptra manilata D#s, & babnt finem politi. 
cum," Udelicet; que ud bor condite ſunt wg vdire ves jy 


eccieſps grirantar, Cujuſmatiiſunt, tradrtiones ae ferii, 
Natale, paſchate  @ reliquis, Þujnes pey 79 itt th 


tus libentir retintmus tn is Wi" 'Ecclefers iff 
We teach ( fay they that we! a 


demnethofe tradnions, which 2 


trary tO Gods Cominan ſements, and ve a civill 
vie, ot end; to wits far goot order inthe Church! 
ſucli are:the» traditions! concerning” Hpli-dayes, 
Ghriſts, irch-day; Bafter,” andthe reft and thoſe 
aocientcuſtomy we willingly retain in our Churches, 

The-ſecond (hall be the Bobemran Confefſion Pay: 


liſhed iathoyearivgg3 eapyys.) © 


4 | eximiarim 
Ferjaruim Dies: que" conſecrati- fant” ob afons eperium 
Chri 3, Nativitats,Crnciettbut: King Vc. Hah 
biemarie Sanforum,' ut 'Fiegings: Dt « 

altorumgs S antforiem, Be be mitt, j 

tum Det, & caltys Ditbus tanſs. py 0! yl lain p: 
4 Kobis frant. . .Thatisffays +) 4 \ 

We keep the Lords'da A: and thoſe cbicte F-- 
Aivalls which4r@ Kofeck a Bs \the! Comfagmor: 
tion. of Chriſte works wares, affion, Refurre- 
Rton, &. "As alſo thoſe which are'confecrarcd ro 
the memory of Saints 5 asof the Vi gin, ary, th; 
Apoſtles, and other Saints, ehpcciaily .of thoſe of 
Mines nar rout * Ir writ. A ming 
are done'O us,bythe Ab rity of Go 
m worſhipot bh and fr his gloty.” by 

he 


M. 
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th theſe foreme! , Confcliioas, agree 21 
t ſt, as that of thefour Cities, Argentine, (on. 
ſtance, Memmimge, and Lindavis, called by ſore, the 
Confeſſion of Sweethland, prbliſhed in the year 1530, 
That of Befil, 1531, that of Sexe, 155.1. that of 
wittemberge, 1552. that of Fratee, 1559. that of Ger- 
Many, 1556. ihe cl Xe A | 
dde to theſe, the joint anſwer of the Proteſtants, 
in the yeare 1541. with the conſent of allthe Re. 

formed Churches of Poland,the greater and the leſſe; 
alſothe Churches of Rye, Lituania, Semogitia, in 
that fatnous Synod of Senamere, in the year 15-0, 

_ Denmarke, sweden,andallthe Lutherans, as appears by I 

_ Luthers Rymns ſung by them upon theday. E 

_ "Adde laftly tothem allthe late Nationall Scottiſh 

Covenant, wherein the words that are tobe vowed, © 

| proteſted, and ſworne by themthattakeit; are, | 


venant, Art. Is [ I e | jr Py (WP a : ”y ) Hr th c ref Or : | 


ch of England, 
line, and Wor- 
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yearly breach of the 
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AKcamacilion, Baliom Refureadtion; AkcenGion, in 
Dal Nedog Tone eve Tx upon 

LOS kip o Am inde I bs 2.901 SC3E-IONOU1OAT 
op-of Divinity inthe Ut 


£ Gods word, and the 
__ one:accord to yeeld due wor- 
Land Lhe. of jo the gue TK ng thankſgiving, 
EX4 BU} O08 Gray vdProfed four of Divinicy inthe 
Maverdty af: peyote together ma- 


x 


CA S 2 


%*. C3," DSS = 


”"_ $— 
4G neg, 


Ce, 
”Y / arivity,” 


w_— what ſhould we ſay more ? For' the time 
| would faile us, to tell'of Helencbron, in” Reſponſione 
 proteſtantium, Fe fius Hommine, in the name of all the 
| reformed Chr Coll: Antibillar: aiſp* 41. theft ;. 
| Of Bucer in Matth.” rap. 12: /oro de feriis, Of lrfin. 
| Tra. Theoſ: i in g. precep: Of Hemming it lib: bom: Of 
| Chyt ax In dif pre Ep:1#ol: Sub enitio: Ofour Coun- 


Hooker, Eccl, pol. I, 5. Of famous Avarens 
his Sermons'; ' Of learned Reywolds, in his Confe- 
: nc | re ith Have; c.'v. drves: fecunds, and*many_o- 

famous for picry atid learning, who By their 


'n mh s, writings, exam -— have ju ified the yearly 


tion of Chrifts B irth-Day , Nona the 25, of 


ler > groundin upon the word of G od, the fra- 
| ditionsofth tles, and the praQice of the Pri- 


mitive and Reformed Churches. 
ene 00” the Pragice of Gods Church, Realoh 


ied 'man, eo' confirme the trnrh, 


the” particular obſervation of the 
Hy 'T e reafons are many, for brevi- 


| ty vm we ſhall onely*for the preſent alledge three, 
| which Zanchie, that great Treaſure er of Lear ning, ard. 
Religion,doth promprunto us in the forecited place. 


vir Reaſon i ivawne, A landabilt, Becauſe it 


| bs praiſe-worthy to obferve this day, grounded upon 
the chiefe ends for which Feaſts were inſtituted a- 
| mong the'Fewes, which'are three, as Thoms «Lquinas 
recites them, 2 parte Summe, jueft. 103.47, 4. 


to Bok in #, That they might remember the works of 
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The ſecond, Togive God thanks for them. 
. Tbe third, Thatat ſuch times they might freely of- 
fer large gifts, for the releife of the Prieſts, and poyr 
» PRREe R  4 Sh? F 
: It therefore ( ſaith he ) for the Commemorati- 
_ on of ſuch benefits/ and bleſſings at ſuch times be. 
ſtowed by God, Feaſts were inſtituted among the 
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Jewes; why tben- ſhould any man'dare to affirme, 
that the Church of Chriſt'may nor alſo inſtiture ans 
keep the Feaſts that we have mentioned, that by ob- 
ſerving tho ayes, thoſe ſide on: ay be 
kept in min &have received fromthe boyn- 
ot] 'and the:famous worrs which he 


5 
wy 
£ z 


. , £ ch % 
2 a” - o 
" : p 2. 32: ta 
} Eo _—7 
2 W 4 
_ # V 
= FI ES Hy on” 
, + Rs TEN 
* 


liſtoricall relation whereof we have in the Evan- 


EST 4 


_ thoſe particulars ought 
to be read. and-explained-totha, people, which the 


jw arc ie n t Prim i . i ve Ch u rc F C age at alwayes won t 5 O d O e ; 


_ wherefore { ſaith he ) Idoeutterly condemne thoſe 
Miniſters, who upon ſuch dayes doe ſtrialy proſe: 
cate their ordinary \Texts, that if upon Eaſter-day a 
Text of Chriſts Paſſion, doe come 11 their way, they 
will Ex pIuer thass and will by no means chuſe any of 
thoſe that make mention ofthe ReſurreQion. 

Has ſecond Reaſox is drawne, Ab boneſto, We ought 
to follemnize the Feaſt of our Saviours Nativity.a0d 
thoſe other of his ReſurreQion; &c,. Becauſe it is 2 
point of honeſty ſo todoes: for if that be honeſt (25 
Cicero defines-it) which though jt be not actually 

| praiſed 
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and they upon every Feſtivall-builrup in their moſt 

boly faith ; and that increaſed bythe anauallExpo- 
 fition, and confirmation, they being taught to be- 

leeve in God, that made Heaven and Earth, by his | 
Sn, by whom he made the World, :Jeſus Chriſt his Anvvociation: 


| onely Soo our Lord, who was Concerved by theboly Ma:ch 2 - 
| 5 3 x; | 


upon theday ofthe Annuartiation, upon which 
+» LO beleeve that he was Borze of the Virgin Mary, Pecem2s. = 


[ 2 Up0N 


'the world wax created. 


> 


> 


| upon the. Feaſt ob his "Nativity. 

| Good-Friday. © . That he 8% ffered under Pantiue Pylate, Wai Crufied 
| dead and buried, nel defeat ded inte bu bel, upon the day 
EY of, his Paſſion. -.... 44] 

| Eaſter. 'Thac the third day He roſe | i 

k that, we #1 vertue s ay his. Reſur 


ms SPC Co oma, Loire ive righ 
- "= band of God, pro Fw come 894;ae ta. Judge bot quick 
=_— : 4 - vpor the iFeatkof his : A of 


3 Whit Sunday 


ethadiilh For gs Us foo far, and 6 
2 Tim. I. 13, "Behold the fas o | a words, 9 which we are © 
3 | bold faſt,,andthe boi y of that faith without which 
| Gal:44739. Our ſouls cannot be £ aved, delivered upon thoſe Fe- 
& flivals ; ſothat bythe labourand induſtry of Ortho- 
doxe and painful Miniſters, Chriſt _—_ may gay by 

day be formed.inthe he ts:and fouls of their peo- 

Bi hey oi: "ey St. Pank; tra velling' in Birth of 

© on ow in $a and the 


* \Reafo) Tj 
| its at the rg hand of : God, upon Hoh þ Thurſdg, Reaſons. 
oa he may ſenc downe the ho! 7 Ghoſt into their 
| heart then intoatl'reurh, upon the day of | 
Puntevolf. 1ne into this rruth above. others, that hey 
| tife the Son of God, upon the day of his Natevity, and 
| ſothey periſh not from the __ way, which ( »:th 
on w beart” T — WyREE | 8 3, t00 many haye done 
bave negle@ed the Celebration of this Bleed 
| Day. Altos, "lar Ftiow many poor, uotearned people 
| are there - that cannot” reade any thing concerning 
tf or what they are to belceve concerning him, 
hear any thi ing of Chriſt, bur when rhey come to 


| Lermegdde another Rea ON "elf: that we ſhould 
keepthele Dayes ho'Y and'thara grand one; It is 
thar bon 4 ed no offence to the weaker Brethren, 
| whoYTthe tion of theſe dayes ſhould be lai 
aſide, 2nd we ſhould contemne and deſpiſe the keep- 
| ingofther,”thoſe poor ignorant ſouls would be ve- | 
rily perfiraded that we did not care for, nor regard 
| thoſegreat things that Chriſt cither did or ſuffered | 
L', ; Wi Ag = we did tior count them worth the 


e my Reaforis with the words of aint 
een bor Sarras literas ea nobis ſervands ſunt, 
bt evelab Apoſtolic per traditionem, wel ab untuerſalibu 

onethiis definita Lite dicaniny i Talia autem {unt | 
que, rote terrarum orbe, Hequnter obſervats fuiſſe, qualts 
ſunt bac fefts veteris pureoriſq; eccleſie que omni fut- 
"_ 124 rifte, ſciticer Diet Dominecs, Paſchatis, Pente- 

wa "ee doher angel] Paſſt oP, Cane D:min, & Natt- 


"TIM ext after the holy Scripttires, weareto _— 
tnOoic 
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 Feaſtingwith his Neighbours, 
_ 1y#o the poor, thenat other rimes. 
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thoſe rites and cuſtomes,which.came cicher from the 
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by generall counſels, ſuch are thoſe Feaſts of che ww. 


: 
: 


ſtles, by Tradition, or arc , udg'd tobe decreed 


4+ 20 


Day of eur Saviour-Chrift, and then I (hall have almol 


GONE. Wh HE" 
We know. (ſaith he ia the forecired place ) tha 
it was a Teceived cuſtome among all Nations to cele- 


| brate the Birtheday of every. particular Man, how 


meane. ſoever, eſpecially of. Princes and Great one, 
as of Herod, of which we read in the Goſpel], and tha 
ot without realon, far it. is an eſpeciall blefling that 
any one created by God, inthe womb of his Mother, 
ſhould be broughtalive 1nto this world; therefore 
God would have the Sabbath to be kepr boly, in re 
membrance of the.creation;ofthe ST that thanks 
might. be given ro the CreatorJgr. ſo great abenefit: 
it Buſt needs be a piece. of grear thankfullneſſe too 


_ and well-accepted ofiAlmig ty God, that any mar 


ſhall keep in, memory the day that he was borne, and 
regard and honour it. morethen other dayes, ia rt 
joycing thereupon, giving. thanks to God, ſobetly 
ours,and giving more large 

Row much more ought the day. of ous Saviours 
\Birth, in 2 more excellent, devout., and rejoycing 
manner, annuallyto be obſerved and kept by all tÞit 
dearthe name of Chriſtiao, and hope for alvation®) 
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that bleſſed Babe, that now came into the world to "Yi + 16: 
| ſave finners, whereof they mu i needs be the chisfc 

| thar deſpiſe the FA > ſo great Salvation 1 ; work, ard 

| ſollow their Callings, when ir ſhould be their onely 

nork to remember © wr bit the Lord Jeſti'apoy Hy 6:5. 12. 

| daydid for them, and fipg praiſe ro his name. Dj 
Me-thinks whathath been ſaid already might per- 

| {ade any reaſonable Chriſtian ro the due obſervari. 

| onof edday, Bur. alas, I find of late, Jewex in E ag= 

land, to whom Chriſt came and they received him 

no, if bog r..11. Who unleſſe they fee fignes and. 

| wonde "will not beleeve, rae then oy 


; bnr elves; ; ob Mew know, has divers 
7 were Miracles have been wrought in diverſ-: 


Nations, upon. the twenty fifth day of December, to 
| confirme it to-have been the very day of our Saviours 
| Birth; asthe Fountain of Oyle breaking out'in Reme, 
| he. tony igne-tying fe L Divels onggne the amiry ot Ares. Ln; 
| Gregory ponder which I may. notnow repe?t; but 
| Eſpecially two wrou hrthere in Zag/2nd, confirming 
| that-the keeping ofthe day, upon es twenty fifth of 
_ theforeſaid Moneth, according tothe old Julian ac- 
| COU ___ beutheoricky rrue, and | Orthod xe... 
- \Theon&®i the Oake in the new Forr reſt, $8c7s Jovs new Fo _ 
5 oh lafti awe ene wa_eh Serve, even there, where o 
/ Churches: moliſhed, wherein it ſhould $15 3: 
brabam the Father'of the 
;f God inthe likenefſe of. 
' Man,. 
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rejoyced to ſee his day, and 
706 i Fa f _—_- and 


to Any hea 
earch of Ma. 
7 al ©, that in his ts ” the righte- 


nn « wahy as be 
- _ _ 12, 


e, growing, 
e Tra\lition goes, on. Fojeps jy oma Bur whether 
etrueor no, lknow nor; it maybe. this I am 
cextaine, that the, whole Countrey cries it up fort 
cn One, that cam pour mind; even 

ed in full mea- 

Ff our December, near 
that buried our 


Ty; 


& Opon the very 
day 
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| = Jha his Birth, who did honour and grace all” 
| Thornes ſo much, as to weare a Crowne of Thornes = 
upon the day of his death ;z and ſignifying by the 
white blofſomes , that that King that was borne 
| that day, and wore the .Thorny . Crowne. when 
| bedied, is now riſen againe, and wears a Crowne of _ 
| Glory; and moreover, by the long-livedneſle of the 
| ſame, intimates to dull mortalls, that he that was 
that day borne, and died on Geod-Friday, Crowned in 
that manner, is Mill alive, and lives for evermore. 
| And further yet, that thoſe men thar are of ſuch a 
| thorny diſpoſition, and touchy froward behaviour, 
as not to ſuffer their ſouls as this day to-ſend out the 
| white and pleaſant bloſomes of thankſgiving, for 
his Birth, (hall at the day of their death, like thornes 
| that are dead, be caſt into unquenchable fire. Chriit 
| thencomming to deſtroy all ſuch bryars and thorns, 
as the Souldiers of the King of «F/b»r, arecalled, 
who came to deſtroy Jeruſalem, the holy City, Gods 
| Temple, Prieſts, and Ordinances, and to pur an end 
to the ſollemne Feaſts, 7/. 10. 17, to whom for 
 ſach an intention the Prophet tells them, That the 
light of 1ſraeh ſhould be for a fire, and bis boly ons for 4 
| | flame, and tt [hould burne and d:vonr all ſuch briars and 
| thornes in. one daye: And ſhall conſume the glory of kis 
| Forreſt, and bis frustfull field, both goul and Body,ver.13. 
| What ſhall I ſay more ? But, that if the things that. 
have been done. ia Englaud, had beea done among t he 
wild and ſavage Americans, they had belezved in 
Chriſt, and honoured his day longagoe: But. here is 
thecondemnation, that the marvellous light as Fs 
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day came intothe:warld, and, that this day, was ; 
: KEE... ay 
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day of its comming ; hath _— ns of this l. 
{1and, beleived, and yearly is conftrmed by Miracle, 
and yet many blinded oney among us, both of Clergy 
and Laity, ſhut their eyes and will not fee, loving 
darkneſſe rather then light. 
Pardon me ( Or if you will net. choſe) for 1 am ful 
of godly jealoufte for the honour of my Saviour; 
Birth-day, and will affirme even to my laſt Breath, 
that it was vpon the twenty fifth day of December, 
. and is every year to be kept holy, and that ſim Kya WE 
that Dres Dominica,that Lords Jag KeweZoxt» by way of BY 
eminence, from which our Lords day, kept every firf 
day of the week, doth rake its denomination, and 
name, rather then from that of the Refurreion, an? 
that it was that pips Kar) char Lords day men. BE 
troned by Sr. Job, Revel, 1, 10, vpon which he wz 
in the Spirit, upon which Chrift Jefus did appe:t 
unto him in thatglorions ſhape, which ts the opitt 
on of divers and good Divines's and the firſt Primi 
tive Fathers doe alſo perſwade me to belecve it, 
while they, in their Writings, as Zancbre well ob- 
terves, doe affirme, that the Churches of God dil 
every where, in their time, yearly and folemnly ccl-- 
brate the Feaſt of the Eords Day, beſites the Feaſt of 
the Paſſeover, Eafter, and the ReforreQion \ as the. 


co Feaſt inthe year, as a diſtin& Feaſt from the 


This great andpyinc4 
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HMmas, 


'not from Eoftey dey, all the 


Sur- 


| ad finem, Euſeh, Us 
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Sundayes 10 the year, xcame to becalled $ards dajes, 


| the truth whereof will. appear as clear as the Sun, to 
| any that will take the paiaes to compare Ignutins in - 
his Epiſtle, 51 09". ip with 7«ſtine Martyr, apol. 2. 
Þ, 4. ©, 23, lranems | x.io ng. ad 
Vidorem Romanum apud Sezeomen: Tertaiizan, lib. ue 


iaalat, page 376. lib. as Corone Militis, Augut, Tom. . 
ONY J4Ruar. de £1Uit, der 416, bony 5. 30. Ae Ver- 
bis dpoftols Ser 15. (yriii in Fohen. hb, x7. cap. 58. 


E b. ib. JT. £4p, 233 4.4. Socrates, {t6, Js £4, 29. | 


And to ſhut up all, take here the words of a moſt e- 


| minent Divine, whoſe Learning and Piety hath pla- 


ced him- beyond exception, Biſhop Ardreves (1 
mean) his Scrmona upon Jobs, Chap. 8. verl. 56. 


. There is (/aitb be) no day fo properly Chriſts, as 


his Birth-Day, which may appear, if we ſet it in com- 
pariſon with other dayes of moſt honourable note, 
as the day of his Paſſron, Reſurrection, and Aſcenſion : 


for the day of his Paf#or, that was not fo properly 


his, becauſe two Thieves ſuffered with him ar the 
lame time, ia the ſame place, after the fame raanner, 
Lake 23. 32, 33. Nor the day of his Reſwrre&#:ov, for 
as he roſe from the dead, ſodwd others, the ſame day, 
and wemt into the holy City, Ha7.27.52,5}3. Nor 


| the day of his 4ſcex/ion, for Enoch and Eleas, had their 
Aſcention too, and long before his, Gen. 5. 24. 2 


| , Tings 2, It, Bot his Berth. Day was his without a 
| fellow: None ever Sv borne, none ever born Sth ; 
andtherefore (as no Feſtevity is befides it) it is at= 

_ 'tendedas Creſt himielfe, with aw Apoſtolicall retis 
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all gain-ſayers, and to make the Sun dimming cloudy 
of 21l fantaſticall ObjeQions, for to vaniſh, andto 
| bring in the clear morning of the day ; but Beroaldy: 
the Author of the Scripture Almanack, with their foot 
Hemmings, and others their followers, have told 
their lies ſo often, that they beleeve them to be 
truths, and the Sun of righteouſneſſe, that was borne 
this Day, hath given them over, that they (ſhould be- 
leeve a lye, becauſe they received not the love of this 
truth concerning the Br/rth-Day of the Son of God; 
ſo that counting themſelves wiſe, they are become 
fools. s wm, 
E: , That worthy, learned, laborious, judicious Gen- 
| Chriftzan Cie eleman,” Edward Fiſher, bath lately, ſufficiently brayed 
=” them and their fooliſh objeRions, in a morter ; yet 
I doubt they will never be the wifer. Their objei- 
ons are fo ridiculous, felf confurting, idle, vaine, er: 
roneous.that I would not defite my paper with them, 
but that So/omon bids me, Anſwer a fool in bu folh, 
leaſt be ſeem wiſe in big owne concert. 
Theſe Fefuites, ex ignorantia, crie out as Camper 
the Jeſuite did, Screpture Patres (oncilis Rattones, 
ec. Scriptures, Fathers, Councells, Reafons, &*. 
 _allareonour fide, they are indeed, but as rods for the 
backs of fools. bl ge 
. For Scripture,Cbrifi(fay they)was born when «Av- 
£9ſtz« made the whole world to be Taxed, & all went 
to be Taxed.every oneto his owne City, Lube 2. 1,3: 
which could not be in thewinter, becauſe it is not to 
| be beleeved that wiſe Emperour would Command , 
poor men to:come in winter to their owne Townes, 
2. The Shepheardswere then jn'the fields,watch- 
ing 
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| fitting time for it: A Sheepiſh Argument, fitter 
' for a Shepheards boy, then a Shepheard of 7/rae/. 
| Chrit (Man) was not borne in England, Int in Ju- 


| des, andthere were wolves th:re, and therefore the She- 


| pheards were to watch their flocks of all times , or become 
like many of our Engliſh, who when the Wolfe comes, flie 
| amd). oy Te 

- But 3. Chriſt (ay they Y according as or affir- 
| mation, was borne and baptized about the ſime time, 

it could not then be in_mid-wiater, it being nor 
| wholeſome for men to goe up then to the head in 
| water, .. | Moo a 
Br, To! ill theſe three Birds with one bolt. The Land 
of Canaanis found toextend it ſelfe for latitude from 
| the 36, degreeand 532. minutes, to the 33. and 44. 
| minutes, and for longitude, it is placed between the 
| 64. degree, and 22, minutes, and the 69g. degree and 


| ten minutes, ſo chat it is. included fully and wholly. 


| in the third Climat, in which Fez and orrcro arc 
| ſcitvated, where the winter ſeaſon (28 every Geo» 
| grapher,and Marriner will tell us) is hotter then our 
| Mayherein Eng/and, and yet Canaan in heat exceeds 

Fez and Morocco, lying about 40. degrees nearer the 
\ Eaſtthen they doe. 


The Scripture ſaith as much, Zev.23. 5. 6.10. 11. 


| Forin regard that a ſheafe of the firſt fruits of Har- 
veſt, was yearly offered on the ſecond day after the 
Pafſeover, which was the 16. day of «6:4, and is 
{ With us the 27. of IHarch (which 27 accordingto 

the true account falls upon the 15. of our arch ) 


it muſt neceſſarily follow, that the temperature W» 
the. 


\ 
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;j ſered. 


the njone! b December in che ng Ap of Canaan, is an. 
{werable ro our «c: 4), if not June , the ſeaſon then 
ofthe year, could nd may hinder, ether the executi. 
on.Ct.Ceſars | Decree e, Or thy Shepheards being in the 
gong into the River Jorauy 

1n December, What they btge.out ofthe firſt of Luke 
concerning. rhe Conception of Fobn, that ir ſhould 
bein the beginning of Juh, becauſe the Conrſe of 4. 
biab, Zacharies courſe, thc eighth courſe of the Priefts, 
fell in the-nd of; wie, and that Courſe laſted a for: 
'night, is wot onely Aiſetaicned & . Beroaldis, their Px 


tron, who not fitting tobe a Chronologer, 13. ,,c 
2. contefſeth, we doe wertbey operant when the Cow: 


of Zacharias was, nor bow long it lafted ; But proves 
them to be naturall Bruit-bea s That cannot number: 


wedefireno better Argument then this Comput 
on to prove the very day, for let them compute fron 
the, third day of the Tp eAdar, and the fixth 


year of Daria, Exe 6,15. When the Prieſts wet: 
fſetin their diviſions, and their courles began, beine 
in all twenty four, and every Courſe continuing one 
whole week. till the year wb world, whercin Jobs 
was conceived, an they ſhall fg that Z acharit 
. Courſe fe]l in September, and then that by their own: 
" Argument, Job=s Conception muſt be in Be month, 
then in the ſixth moneth after Chriſts, Luke 1. 26 
&c. which is March; then let them goe to al 
Teaming Siſter, and ſhe will aſſure ther, that Chril 
| Concontla to Scripture, and the common courle of 
women) muſtbe borne in December. 


_ As for their EFhors they urge, they will ot hel 
them. 


Clemen 


O06 ECT OFsS A 4 Prod #d. \ 69 
(limens of Alexanarra, (aivh that in his dayes there 
| was2 queſtion about the certzinty of Chrifts Birth ? 
| Men in theſe dayes queſtion bothy firs Go#bead, and 
| Man-hood, Dutdergo® Is he therefore ncither God 
| oe iand ) 1 1 3 6 ALS 
| Bug Cyl faith, that the Chareb of Al-xandria, cen 
| lebratcd at favld, the Birth-day of 7ob- the Bapreft, on 
| the twenty third diy of Aprs!l, tn his Homilies, or 
| twelve Bookv an Jobn, and therefore Chriſt mult be. 
| boenein QFadry. | Foot Sw TO 10 
| Like Father, like Sons. both Baſtards, thef: works 
| ofthe Father accounted fo, both by Papis, and Pro- 
| teflants it bring certainegthar Fovocr ClrfFoyne wrome 
four Books of thertwelve, and the reſt are accounted. 
| Spurron both: by Mr. Perkins, proepar: ad demo» ſt: 
| problems and by B :Harmine, Catalog, Eccl, Str ivtorum 
| a4 anz.430% Neither is it lrkely to be true, that. the 
| _ wore ons che firſt $+1iohn the 
| Rirth-day of Fohn the Baptiſt, in| Apreiit, feeing the 
 Agyptiary Churches: ( of which hit Of Re nhl 
| waSthechiefe ) did ever mzintaire that Chrift was 
| borne an the twenty fifth day of Pecember, and yearly 
| keptthat day Feilivall' rm memory thereof, as Gexe- 
| brard hath ſhewed: out of their owne accounts. and 
| Kalenders, and nor onely they, but the Greet Church. 
| &5,and fo did the Arabia, Perſian, Syriak Churches, as 
| karned Mr. Gregeyy hatitfully proved, in his Notes, 
| - Butgrant;the words ofthe forged Cyril/ were true, 
| andthattheykepr Fobns Birthday, April 23. it ſeems 
they fell fromthe odſcrvation, and found themſelves 
1 an ertour;and judped the Greek and Latine Church- 
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es tO be in the right, who kept it annually and con. 
ſantly on the twenty fourth of Jure, as Cauſabon con. 
tefſeth. | 44. 1 wonlg they would leave their errour, 
likewiſe. (RET 

May be they would, but that Eprphaniz ( ſay they) 
{zich, that Chriſt was borne the fifth of Jay, 
take heed, that was in winter, and one of the twelve 
dayes, I doubt you will rurne ſmell Feaſts, but let me 
cell you, as for lyars, we had rather have their room 
then their company-;z and you belie your Father, for 


Epiphanius who if he were alive, would put you in the 


| Catalogue of his Hereticks,doth indeed twice affirm, 


De ratzone 
: pempor: C-46. 


that Chrift was borne in the 3. year of the firſt H:. 
r0d, the Son of Antipater, which was the forty (c-' 


cond year of Auguitm Ceſar, as you may read, 1:5, 1, 


cont, heres. ber. 20. lib. 3. ber. 98. But not a word, 
either of the moneth, nor day of the moneth. 

Will you yield yet ?. No, for our Countrey-man 
Bede tells us, that for certaine the /ndrFjons began on 
the 24. of September, and that our Lord vvas borne 
( 1ndiGFione quarts ineunte) vvhen the fourth Indi. 
Rion began, therefore Chriſt vvas borne on the 24. 
of September, Help Neighbours! Borne in 09+ 
ber, ſaith Cyrill, in' January, faith Epiphanixs, and novw 
in September, faith Bed?, and all lies; for the tvo | 
former ſaid no fach matter, neither the laft, for our | 
Countreymzan doth not ſay that Chriſt vvas borne 


vvhenthe fourth 7zdiFjon began, but in tae fourth,” 
_ andan 1ndrfion, according to ##cbe/zerne, being th: 


ſpace of fifteen years, Chriſt might very vvell be borne 


In the beginning of the Indiftion, though he vvas 


borne three moneths after the firſt day thereof. 
FA Vell 


# brate the ttue day accot 
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Well poor Babes, your Fathers forſake you, will 
| your Reaſons rake you up ? I doubt they arc too 
| weak to heave ſuch blocks from the ground ; but 
| let's try their rength, be gl 69; 

| 1, Taxes and ColleQions of Tribute began on the 
| twenty fourth day of September, as appears by the In- 


” I . ' Th 
& RY 
| 


R atio 1* 


ditions which were inſtituted fo bear account of the 


zyaent of Tribute by Conſtantine the Grear, Anno 


om. 312. Therefore «eAzguſizs his Decree, that all 


the World ſhould be taxed, went out on the twenty. 


| fourth of Seprember, and fo Chriſt was borne on that 
| day. Fſteron Proteron, brains and ſtairs, _ 
|  Bnt 2, The Church of Er2/nd doth not ccle- 
brare the trhve-dzy of Chriſts Birth, nor the Churches 
| beyondiSea, becauſe the Gregs» 727 arconnt errs al- 
| mOft tive dayes, and the Julioz more then twelve, 
| therefore the Churchof Engianderrs ? vs 
E No fuch matrer ; for though we doe not celebrate 
| thevery day eaRtly and f recticly tiken, 'yet we cele- 
ai 


E which account is yet gencrally embraced bythe Pre. 
| axts, and not tobe deſpiſed ſaith Calurfraus ; well, 
s ſuppoſe it be nor the very day, l hope you will main- 
8 faine'thar the day of Cor7/f's Refurrec7ior, or Eafter- 


doy;ix yearly tobe kept holy. I pray you tell me, how 


| Often it falls in the ſame moneth,or on the fame da pe 
Suppoſe the day were not certainly knowne, yet the 
Church hath power to ordain one annually tobe kept 
# !5remembtance of ſo great amercy, and that of her 

felfe, by her owne'power, it being not ſo much the 


1g to the Ja#an account, c 


day, a$ the benefit, we remember. T olte & lege, ” 2 


Cbro#, y6. 23%: Wnd conſider that free-will feaven 


L;.: dayes- 
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dayes Feaſt, kept after the Paſlcover. - 
% Apaine, in caſe we know the Day ſtrialy, yet itis 
not abſolutely neceſſary for us to keep it on that day 
alwayes, if the Church appoint, or think the contr.. 
ry; forthe Jewes did not keep their Purim on to; 
ſame day of the year whercon their deliverance was 
given them, but on the next day after, as you ny 
read in Either, The' Paſſeover was to be eaten in the 
firſt moneth, Exos. 12. 2,3. yet Hezetrab and his 
pcople kept it inthe {ſecond moneth, contrary tothe 
inſtitution in that parcicular, 2 Chros. 30. 2, 3. and 
yet they were accepted, as you may read, ver/. 20. 
Yea, but 3. 1. H. tells us, in his Scripture Almz 
nack, that the $atyrzalze, thoſe mad Feaſts to Saturn, 
the Father of the Gods, were kept at the ſame tine Þ 
by the Heathen, that the Chriſtians keep their Chrife- 
mas, and that you have your Karr:i/s from Geres, the 
Goddefle of Corne, in which Feaſts at the ſame time, 
a ſheafe was offered to her z and that you have yout 
word Yale, or Kit, from ws or iis ag Hymne then 


[ 


[ 
i 


offered in her praiſe. og 
Sirs, give over for (ſhame, all theſe are as falſc as 
the Almanack. for our word rele is from the Nor- 
man word Nzxle, or #le, which fi gnifies new,the ſheafc 
was not offered to Ceres in December, nor the Hymune 
in ber praiſe, but at her owne Feaſt, which was is 
Aprill, as Ovidaverrs, Faftor 1ib, 4, Nor did the 5s 
turnalis, which laſted for three dayes, begin on the 
2 5, Of, December, but on the. 27.) as. 4{acrobixe doth. 
ritneſſe z but ſuppoſe the contrary ; May not Cbri- 
{tians ſet a day a part Do Gods ſervice, in'that month. 
that Heatbezs made Feaſts to their./do/!s 2 If ſo, " 


| Objeflions Anſwered. +72 
| muſtbid adicutoall publick ſervices, and ſerve your 
| humours, and conclude, that the: Zewes did very well 
| ro keep their Feaſt of Tabernacles, according to 
' Gods command, inthe moneth of September, ſeeing J 
| the Heathens keptrheir Bacchanalia, after the ſame Inveſtec. 
manner, at the ſame time ? So Plutarch, 
But laſtly , your Feaſting doth offend us : Your 
| Plum-pottage, end Mirced-Pits, doe offend our taſt 
| and{mell; your 8azes and Roſemary, Hollie, and {vie, 
Box, and Prevet, with all your green Strewings, and 
trimming your Churches, and houſes, doe offend 
our pure eyes, and your Carrolls and-fongs doe of- 
fend our ſanQified cars. - 
Alas Brethren, we cannot help it; we muſt not 
offend God, in ſtriving not to offend you; it is not 
wethat give, but you that take ; and we may not neg- 
le& our duty, to pleaſe your humours, 
We keep the day Feltivally, we ought to doe it, as 
we have ſhewne already, we have warrant for it, Eh. 
9.22; from the Jewes praQiſe, who for aleſſe bleſ- 
ling, kept the 14.and 1 5. of Adar yearly, 4s thr dayes 
whereen the Jewes refted,aud tbe moneth which was tnrned 
wato them, from ſorrow to joy, and from mourning to 4 
good day; that they ſhould make them dayes of Feaſting 
and joy, and of ſending portions oxe to another, axd of 
gifts to the poor. And likewiſe from the command here's 
of Nebemieh, and £2r5, in the like caſe; This days ,, wo. 
boly unts the Lord your Gady mourne not, nor weep ; goe 
Jour way, eat the fat, and drink the ſweet, and ſendporte- 
0ns wnto them for wbom nothing « prepared: for this day 
i boly unto our Lord: neither be ye ſorry, for th: joy of 
the Lord « our ſtrength. Tell me, dideyerthe Church 
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. of .Euglans ce is. day, in-any other manny; 


; then the Fewer were commanded to doe thoſe ? Dig 


(3 lap iadoma any /yule game ſuffered ori vc 
Was it notas religiouſly and devoutly kepr, by hear. 


ingthe word, receiving-the Sacrament, offering up 


ever you did any Sabbath- 


the Sacrifice of thankigiving for Chriſts comming 


into the world, and Ry his poor members, zz 
lay in the year * Nay [ 


[1 


will affirmethat you never heard any Harp or Viol! 


Ia, $. 12, 


 Pfal. 118, 24. 


| Plum-pot-_ 
tage, and 


in our Feaſts upon that day |(as the Jewes had ) but 


_ our chieſe work was to remember, as we ought, the 
work of the Lord thereupon, and the operation of hy 


bands, that as this day the Word was made fle|h ani 


[1 


 awelt among us, and we ſaw his glory, as the glory of the 


oxely begorten Sonne of God, upon the! morning ot this 
day, breaking out in darknefſe, he making the day lis 
owne, by being borne thereppon, we will theretore 
be glad, and rejayce in it. 

As for our Plum:pottage, and tMinced-P ies, ſtand 
off, and doe nor let them trouble you, we dare eat, 
making no_ queſtion for conſcience ſake, becauſe our 
ſtomacks are Grengthned by that forecired picce of 
invitation, Nebem. $.0, Eat the fat, and arint the 
ſweet, And Brethren, though youwill not pur your 


Spoantiato Gar, Platter, yet give me leave to reacha 


g90n-Full-of inftru@ion to your fouls, from our 


Pie and Por: age, that you wonld endeavour to joire 


with us4n the maine ofour Fea Ring, which is, #0 tat 


aid ſee bow ſweet our Lord Jeſu &.' Doe not you cry 


out prophare now, if you doe, 'St. "Pax will ſtop your 
mouth, who makes the ſame uſe of, and raiſeth rhe 


= 


like 1 T1384 0 KoRn from, the unleavened B read that the 


' Jewes 
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Jewes uſed. 5 | the: | | | oath | 
| out therefore $be.old heaven; #bat yourmay be a new lump, 


| 45 Yeu are upleauencd, for even Chriit our Paſiroter 


| @ crucified for nu : ' Therefore 114.16 keep the' Feaſt, not 
with ola heaven, nor the; leaven:of malice and-wiched- 


| truth, Bebold two table dodarines, one of Eaſter, the 
| other of Chr/ſtmas, both raiſed from the viands, 

| As for gur Bares|and Roſemary, and other green 
| trimmings of our. Churches, and houſes, truly Bre. 
| thren, we doe, andimay doc it, by the ſame warrant 
| thatthelſraclites in the Feaſt of Tabernarles, Neb. 8, 
' 16, did goe out to the Mountaine, and fetcht O/zue, 
| Myrtle, and Palme branches, to adorne their Booths 
withall, they are as {ignificantastheſez 'thetr Booths 
ſo trimmed up with thoſe Branches, and built in the 
ſtreets, according to Gods command, 'fignified, and 
put. them. in'\mynde, that they were Pilgrims tn the 
Wildernefle,. and that'their Fathers divclcin Tiber- 


iſe, but with tha wnttavened bread if ixcerny and 


nacles :- Yo,48 Obr: meat vvhich is tore choice then. 


feover; 2 :Cor. 5:72, 8. Purge 


Baies, and 
Roſemary. 


at other times, pots us in mind on that day of Chrifts _ 


| finleſe humanity, and our irong drink of his ſpiri- 
| tuall, confolation: So /our: Churches and Hoſes, 
| decked yvith Bajes and Roſemary Hottie, afrd 707o, ant 
| other Plants/vyhich+ arc alvvaycs green, Winter and 


| Summen, ſignifie,.and putus in mindeof his Dicty, 
| that the, Child! that nov: vvas borne, 'vvas Gol and 


Man, ſhonld;fpring up tike arender plant, ſhould 
alvyayes be igrvenand flouriſhing;-and live for ever- 
| more. Therefore thus the Spouſe entertains her Be- 

loved, vvhoſe Bed isalvvayes preen, Cant. t. 16. and 
| thevyes, Jeſw;Gbriſt tobe yeſterday; kind to day, and the 


2 hy 
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we for ever. 
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| Carrols. 
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As for our Songs and* Carrots, Brethren, they are 


_ colle&ed and compoſed ont of rhe Seriptures, con. 


- Deut 32. 


raine matter of inſtruQion, andedification, rhey im. 
plant the hiſtory and benefirs of Chriſts Birth, inthe 
minds of poor, ignorant people; and oftentimes he 

is taken by a Song, that will fiye a Sermon. Such | 
Songs are like the Song of Hoſes, which learned 


hearr, put the people in mind of what God hath tor 


for them, as upon that day, |and ſuch are moſt fittio 


a 
for the time, andwe have an order for them, under 
St. Pauls owne hand, Cel, 3.16. Let the word of Chrif 
daell in you richly, in all wiſdome, teaching and adm. 


 nitſhing one anather, 18 Pſalms, and Hymny, and Syiri 


twall Songs, ſinging with grace in. your hearts to the Lord, 
Brethren, remember what the King ſaid to tho: 
men whowere bid tothe Marriage of his Son, and 


would not come, but went| about their Husbandry, 


Concluſion. 


and other occaſions, Nat one of rheſe ſhall taſte of 0 
Supper, $©, The Day of Chrifts Birth, was the day 0! 
the Matriage of the Son of God, when'the two oz 
tures formerly hand-faſted|in the Conception, wer: 
now declared for ever Married, never. to be ſevered, 
that Marrirge-day 1s annually to be kept by us in re- 
membrance. I invite you als ainſtthe next yeare, 
if you willnot come, Icannotforce you, I leave you 
to the comming of the Byidegroome, and then you 
ſhall know whether you ſhalltaſt of his Supper. 
L will fay-no more, \ ibis notwithſtanding all 
your pettiſhi Oppoſitions, this truth (hall ſtand ſted- 
faſt, That, I ONt | F$2:02 | 


To The #5,: day of December ought annually 0, be 
kept holy asa Feſtivall, and Thankſgiving day, by al 


Chriftr 
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E.. Concluſion. 
| Chriftians z let the Learned Zanchie ſpeak the Epi. 
To cent Sacre litere ;' ſic Patres : Sic noſtrt ſeculi 
| pit deFores : Sic vets Conſuttude, atq;-K ſue inomnibu, 
= < emnium locorum, & Gentium eccleſiis receptus, & ap- 
| probatus confirmat ( Addo) Sic deniq, Miraculs. 
| $0 much the Scriptures teach, ſo much the Fa- 
| thers, ſo much the holy DoRourx of our dayes; In a 
| word, The ancient uſe and cuſtome, received and ap- 
proved in all the particular Churches of all places 
and Nations, doe approve and maintaine ſo much as 
| hathbeen ſpoken, and (letme adde) ſo much the 
| forementioned Hiracles. 


TI ITT ICELICIIIOY 
Now he that is unjuſt, let him be unjn ſtill; and he 


| that 3 filthy, let him filth ſtill , he that is i t 
that is filthy, let him be filthy ſtil: he that is ignoran 
| tet him be ;enorant ſtill > But he that is holy, let him be 


holy ſtill, | | 
Behold he-comes quickly, and his reward is with him, 


to give every man according to his worke, to them both 
that doe, and doe not__ 


Opus Dieiin Die ſu. 


| - Till then, grace and peace be to all them that low? or 
b Lord JeſwChriſt in funcerity,end the y of his appearinge 


\ 


en. dt. _ — —— 
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Me ths ond eat 


*Amen, HALLELUFA4H. 


